
We’ve all been there right?  
Lying awake dreaming of 
catching someone red-
handed using “web scrap-
ing.” 
 
Editors love this stuff.  Geeks 
are the new Jocks.  Dude, we 
have a “web scraper”. 

Do you mean Dennis Wag-
ner?  The guy who wrote the 
bizarre 7,000 word fake 
McCain story? 
 
Naturally, the story is not 
available on the Republic 
Website.  But, here’s how 
the WSJ described it.  “the 
paper made a prize fool of 
itself with a long-winded 
story last year that highlight-
ed a weird and baseless ru-
mor by a murder victim that 
John McCain had carried on 
an affair with actress Connie 
Stevens.” 
 
So now we have two guys 
with rich fantasy lives work-
ing on a complex story. 

“but if you look at the 
source code….” 
 
This is the phrase that got 
the data guy hired.  The 
business guys at the Repub-
lic eat this stuff up.   

So someone stole “the full 
bidder database”?  I wonder 
if Dennis and Agnel ran this 
by the legal department.  
Just saying.  

Dude, look that that “source 
code”.  And the guru can write 
“Python Script” 
 
I bet the bastards at the WJS don’t 
have a kid who can write “Python 
Script”.  Take that you profitable 
East Coast elite pretentious news 
paper pretenders. 
 

Independent Validation?  Prob-
ably should have done that with 
the whole “McCain, Connie 
Stevens and the Mob” debacle. 

This is how reporters get in trou-
ble.  Dennis and Agnel have so 
much time invested in this story 
that they can’t possibly drop it.   

The entire story unwinds!   
 
(Agnel must leave a trail...so 
much for that CIA job.)   
 
The guy calls them and con-
firms their story and points out 
that it is LEGAL. 
 
Dennis and Agnel use the 
Google to look up the statute 
and confirm that the guy is 
right! 
 
At this point they should drop 
the story and move on ….but 
those 71,000 auction re-
sults….all that work...how em-
barrassing.  

I like how Agnel describes the 
statute as “vague” when he 
means “obscure.”    

Wow, when this story fell apart, 
it REALLY fell apart.   
 
After conceding that the  prac-
tice is legal, Agnel has to admit 
that “the company discloses 
that it does this.”  
 
Then he has to admit that this is 
a common practice.   
 
So now we know that the prac-
tice is legal, disclosed and com-
mon.  Time to pull the plug 
Dennis? 

This is the new rationalization for 
the story, “some customers felt 
that practice wasn’t disclosed 
well.”  So much for the catching 
someone red handed fantasy. 

And now the close…. 
 
“We hold private companies to ac-
count, so you should subscribe.” 
 
Agnel’s not being ironic.  He doesn’t 
recognize that his story is baseless.  
 
The next step is to have every Arizo-
na Republic reporter Tweet this arti-
cle as an example of great local jour-
nalism.  Do you think that any of 
them actually read it? 

The final irony? 
 
The guy they use as an example...is 
happy with his purchase. “I feel like I 
got a great deal.” 
 
Wow.  The practice is legal, disclosed 
and wide spread.  And the guy they 
use as an example feels like he got a 
great deal.   
 
Real journalists know when to aban-
don a story that falls apart.   
 
Consider that whey you are thinking 
about subscribing  


