
jdleslie1 said:  
Greg says Dupnik blamed local conservatives for the shooting. In an earlier post, he said Dupnik blamed "right-
wing vitriol" (including the quote marks). Actually, Dupnik blamed vitriol's effect on an unbalanced mind but 
never said the vitriol came from the right or from the left. So either Greg is a) inaccurate ... though he also has 
long asserted blogs are more accurate; b) dishonest, intentionally shading Dupnik's comments to help the 
recall gain steam; or c) is owning up to the fact that the vitriol is the exclusive province of the right. But that also 
flies in the face of what conservatives tell us about the liberals. So which is it?  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Greg is right about the pendulum. It's clearly an R year. I'd be surprised if it's as complete as he predicts, but 
wouldn't be surprised if it's more than the conventional wisdom he cites, including the Senate. I think a guy like 
Brad might be surprised however if he thinks the only further backlash in 2012 with still high unemployment will 
be against the Dems. It'll be hard to (successfully) blame the Dems if they don't control Congress. The 
pendulum seems to swing faster and harder now than in 1994 (witness the change in the past two years), so if 
the Republicans don't step up and deliver quickly, the fickle finger of fate may point back against them.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Yeah, Joe Stalin, we get it. Mitchell is a communist, ha ha ha. So funny -- Not. We continue to obliterate 
serious discussion of issues in this country with name calling. (I know what comes next: "Well, the Democrats 
started it!" Please, I don't care who started it.)  
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jdleslie1 said:  
So on a day when all this incredible stuff comes down, when two dramatic press conferences are held, when 
something happens that really goes to the future of our state, you choose to comment on a couple of typos. 
Brilliant.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Except Thomas, as a public official, would have to prove actual malice to win a libel suit here. An attorney and 
former legislator offering his opinion on the legality of a campaign sign is not going to rise even close to that 
standard.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
All I can say about this whole episode -- the excessive characterizations of people as Nazis, Brewer's 
overwrought comments, the tortured attempts to defend her and decry the left, the over-the-top condemnations 
of her comment, the inability of either side to refrain from ad hominems -- is "ugh." Todd was exactly right. This 
should be a case study of what's wrong with American political dialogue.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Great work. Whether it comes from old media, new media or the public, this is a worthwhile fight.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
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I think everyone is so excited about zinging Goddard, or Sinema, or Huppenthal, that we're missing something 
here. It strikes me that if any of the actions here are enough to trigger a forced resignation, then it's a stupid law. 
I understand the concept of not using one office to run for another, and I understand it is the law now, so bad or 
not, it should be followed. But I think the Sierra Vista paper had it right -- either give it teeth or get rid of it. I'd 
opt for the latter. Or at least have some serious revisions.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
It's absolutely wrong. And that's what we get for continually sending back to office a sheriff more interested in 
publicity than justice.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
I defined my fundamental beliefs in in my first post on this topic: limited government, individual responsibility, 
strong defense. If it doesn't scare you that someone like me leaves the Republican party, then have fun losing 
elections under that "big tent." You can take all the shots you want at me now. I'll leave my last word to George 
Washington: "They (political parties) serve to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force; to 
put, in the place of the delegated will of the nation, the will of a party, often a small but artful and enterprising 
minority of the community; and, according to the alternate triumphs of different parties, to make the public 
administration the mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather than the organ of 
consistent and wholesome plans digested by common counsels, and modified by mutual interests."  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Well, he pushed privitazation of Social Security, though to his own detriment, and you'd have to say his 
approach to national security has been more in line with conservative hawks than liberal doves. As for McCain 
losing "BADLY," I would contend that it wasn't because he was a guy who was willing to reach across the aisle. 
Rather, we never saw that guy this election cycle. He ran to the right to get the nomination, but because 
conservatives never embraced him, he stayed to the right, ostensibly to shore up the base. The center was 
open for Obama to claim, and he did so big time. The call for "change" was at least in part an appeal to limit 
partisan politics and work on solving problems. But true party believers will never hear that call.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Dave K, you either don't get it or are exactly what is wrong with American politics today -- or both. I left the 
Republican Party not because I stopped believing in limited government, individual responsibility or a strong 
national defense, but because I was sick of its rhetoric and its demonization of anyone who didn't hold the 
same views as those espoused in the party platform. I wasn't going to go running to the Dems, either, first 
because my fundamental view of government is different but also because I didn't see their behavior and 
speech as any better. The Republic Viewpoints piece was instructive, especially the anecdotes about Barr and 
Babbitt (they could play politics but they also could work together for what was best for the state) and 
Goldwater's support for Hayden. The converation with Cal Thomas and Bob Beckel may have been ever better. 
The bipartisanship they spoke of is sadly missing from today's political landscape, and who loses? Our state. 
Our country. Who wins? Well, I guess whichever party gained power in the most recent election. It's 
unfortunate that it plays out that way because I believe most voters would like to see it play out -- parties being 
true to their principles but able to work toward constructive compromise. It's something I most admire about 
John McCain, but which made him unpopular with rigid conservatives -- the ability to reach across the aisle. I 
have come to believe George Washington was exactly right about political parties. As a result, I'm going to stay 
out.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Why would it bother you and strike you as lazy? It's a news service they apparently both subscribe to. Do you 
think the laziness is in not picking up the phone and calling the competitor and and asking if they plan to use 
that Cronkite News Service story? Cause if not, we're going to use it. C'mon, Greg, you know it doesn't work 
like that. They made separate judgments that the story was worth printing.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Steve, give me a break. States across the country, many of them Republican-controlled, and the federal 
government, run by a Republican administration for the past right years, are a mess, but somehow Arizona 
wouldn't be in this mess if the parties were reversed? What fairy-tale world are you in? Republicans lost 
Congress because they proved unable to match their rhetoric about fiscal discipline. Not saying the Dems have 
been better, just the Republicans have been failures at this, too. We the citizens are waiting for you parties to 
do something more than blaming the other party for the mess.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
I'm guessing that if the principals' parties were reversed -- the new president a Republican, the governor a 
Republican and the secretary of state a Democrat -- that Greg and Len Munsil would be arguing against 
possible resignation, saying it wouldn't be prudent to resign until she was confirmed.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
So true, Geoff. In fact, all public schooling really is state-funded day care, no matter what the grade. We should 
make all these parents pawning off their kids to the state take their kids back and educate them themselves. All 
home schooled kids are better off than kids who go to state-funded day care.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
What are suggesting, Name? That they put students out on a lawn somewhere with a paper and pen? 
Broadcast journalism, one of the Cronkite School's disciplines, requires a lot of equipment, editing bays, 
studios. The rest require computers and good software. That stuff don't come cheap.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Regarding the journalism school, of course ASU can continue operating one. If you think journalism only is 
what is practiced by reporters and editors for print newspapers, well, you'd be wrong. ASU's school does have 
a print emphasis for majors, but it also has broadcast (both behind and in front of the camera) and PR. 
Broadcast is hurting, too, but no one is talking about it going away. Same with PR. In fact, if MSM newspapers 
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do in fact go away, it's possible PR would grow as companies, political entities, etc., seek to put out their 
messages straight to the public. Then there's multimedia journalism. Someone's building those snazzy Flash 
graphics that you can see on many sites, not just the MSM newspaper sites. Even in print, there can be a 
future. I believe small weeklies that serve niche or rural communities aren't hurting anywhere near the way the 
large MSM ones are. There's also magazines, which are suffering but I don't expect will go away anytime soon. 
They've played the Internet a little differently than newspapers have and they usually serve niche audiences, 
anyway. Lastly, even the large newspapers may re-emerge somehow. There may be a lot less of them, and 
they may serve people in an entirely different way than they do now (meaning different business model). But 
who's to say that just won't happen? If you think that people are just going to get their information from the 
blogosphere in a few short years, I think you're overrating the blogosphere. It certainly is and will continue to be 
a factor going forth. But people don't and won't just get their information one way.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Matt, I'm entirely shocked and disappointed in you. Just because you belong to a church doesn't mean you've 
surrendered your rights as a citizen. You ought to know that. That commercial was so far out of bounds, it 
wasn't even in the stadium where the boundary is. It's bigotry, sir, just of a different stripe.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Another sign that we've lost civility in this country. It's such a stupid, anti-democratic act. C'mon, put your ideas 
forward and let's go. If you resort to such petty acts as sign stealing and vandalism, I have to think that you fear 
your ideas won't stand on their own merit.  
Reply | Edit | View | Oct 24, 2008 on Burying the Lede  

 

jdleslie1 said:  
There's a difference between hoping economic hard times make the MSM reform into something more 
balanced (though I think most people's definitions of balanced is "believing as I do") and casting your lot with a 
guy like Schmidt, who openly wishes for people to have trouble making ends meet.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Playing politics with a vote. Wow! That's the absolute definition of corruption! I don't condone his action, but 
"corrupt politician" -- gimme a break.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Correct me if I'm wrong -- and I may be -- but didn't the Republic endorse Hayworth on a number of occasions 
before the last election? What if -- and I'm just asking -- what if Hayworth actually did behave that way in front 
of the editorial board? Isn't that actually boorish behavior? Doesn't the description fit that behavior? Unhappy 
Republicans say the editorial was a hatchet job, but if it accurately describes what happened that day, he got 
what he deserved.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
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I thought Palin's speech was brilliant, but I don't know how you can say she didn't mock Obama. On being a 
small-town mayor: "It's kind of like being a community organizer, except with actual responsibilities." If that's not 
mocking, I don't know what mocking it is. And it was absolutely hilarious.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
I usually throw the campaign mailers straight into the recycling bin. I did get a recorded call from Schweikert's 
people this week. The nice-sounding lady on the recording called Smith "Susan Gutter-Smith" three times, I 
believe. She also used the phrase "the liberal Susan Bitter-Smith" twice. I made up my mind right then that 
Schweikert would not receive my vote. A conservative politician I respect very much once said contrast ads 
were acceptable, important even. But it was vital that you portray the opponent's positions correctly and not to 
distort them. Of course, he had ethics.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Sam, that's right, let's lay off those three -- because what we really need in America is for everyone to have the 
exact same opinion -- Mine!  
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jdleslie1 said:  
That's a noble stance, BobH. I take it, then, you greatly prefer New Times to the dailies because it, too, clearly 
states its biases.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
You have to wonder about the heart of person who uses "ship to the glue factory" and labels an African 
American manager with the nickname "Ebonics." Good thing it's anonymous, eh?  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Well said, John.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
I lost my own personal Mr. Harper earlier this year. I attended the viewing and funeral, which were packed with 
alumni from many generations. What a difference one good person can make. In a era where we worship 
celebrities who are mostly notable for their bad behavior, really good teachers, ones like your Mr. Harper, are 
the true heroes of the day.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Seven of the last four? Seven is a lot bigger than four. Do you mean seven of the past 11?  
Reply | Edit | View | May 16, 2008 on I've Predicted 7 of…  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Here's another case of conservative persecution complex. This editorial is critical of Wright, not apologetic or 
excusing. The point wasn't the merit of his conspiracy theories, and the point of the sentence Greg underlines 
doesn't seem to be to set those arguments aside and zero in on how Wright is actually undercutting Obama. 
But you wouldn't know that if you didn't read the whole thing. It seems taking quotes out of context is even 
more popular sport for politicians than journalists, as anyone who watches political commericials knows.  
Reply | Edit | View | May 4, 2008 on Conspiracy Theories  
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jdleslie1 said:  
That comment on declining page views came from a reader, and more comments on that post put some 
context on it. Nothing empirical on it. I know most everyone on here is anxious for any bad news possible on 
the Republic and azcentral, but the jury's decidedly out on that one.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
It's a long leap from that selection being panned and causing people to cancel subscriptions to it being largely 
responsible for the decline. Greg has tried to ride that horse before, and it seems a great stretch. You might not 
like Wiley, but I highly doubt that selection caused much of that decline. There's not a shred of evidence to 
support that position. I suppose, as BobH points out, it's possible, but it is unproveable and it doesn't pass the 
smell test. I also find it interesting that we find it so offensive. Time magazine often has made man of the year 
choices on the basis not of popularity but effect on the scene. Illegal immigrants certainly aren't popular, but 
look at the scope of our national debate. It's hard to argue that illegal immigrants haven't had a large impact on 
the American (and presumably Texan) scene, whether you consider that impact positive or, as most people do, 
negative.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
I'm wondering what your stance is on the expansion of executive branch power on the federal level in the past 
40 or so years. Just askin'.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Well, Travis, from what I read on these boards, Bayless has no reason to worry. No one is scrutinizing except 
for the Republic, and everyone here knows no one reads the Republic anymore and even if they do, it's a 
complete joke anyway. So from that we can conclude that she won't be sleeping with the fishes anytime soon.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
The proposed solution from Bayless seems reasonable ... because of the way Bayless portrayed it and Greg 
reported it. I'm wondering if what actually happened is the new tactic in stonewalling. That is: You want to see 
something that's public record, we don't want to show it to you because it's embarrassing, so WE sue YOU for 
asking, arguing that we're going to let Superior Court decide if the record is public. That will keep a lot of people 
and organizations of modest means from even asking because they can't afford a court fight. The Republic 
probably can afford a court fight, but at the least it will tie the issue up in the courts for a while, buy us some 
time. I don't know if that's what happened here, but Bayless' language sure sounds like that's the planned tactic. 
We make records public because government is doing the people's business, and the people (by gosh, that 
includes the Arizona Republic!) are entitled to know what government is up to. The Republicans like to say they 
are the party of open government, but that is the concept at stake here. As pointed out, it would be easy 
enough to redact information to protect any patient privacy. But I don't think Bayless wants to protect privacy. I 
think she wants to save fact, and hiding behind patient privacy is the best way. I think Commander's assertion 
that Greg is blinded by his hatred for the Republic is spot on here. For all the reasons the Republic has listed 
and Commander has listed, it would be good for sunshine to fall upon that review.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Here's the sad thing: Call me a cynic, but I unshakeably believe that if Groe were a Democrat, she would 
receive similiar treatment at the hands of Republicans. Karen Johnson's divorces might be paraded even worse 
than they are. And on and on. You can deny it, but neither party has a great record on restraint. Politics is 
contact sport, but civil discourse is vital. Instead, we get these petty attacks and the other side always willing to 
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point fingers and say "They started it." I, for one, am sick of it. One of the reasons I look forward to a McCain-
Obama election is that both seem willing to rise above this stuff. I'm certain neither is or will be a saint, but both 
seem to try. I appreciated Obama's rejection of a speaker's labeling of McCain as a "warmonger," just as I 
appreciated McCain repudiating a rally speaker who kept using Obama's middle name of Hussein to plant an 
underhanded suggestion with people. One of the things I especially appreciate about Len Munsil, himself a guy 
who has endured awful attacks, is the way he conducts himself on this. He too has called for more civil 
discourse. I recall him condemning Ann Coulter, who is the queen of mean, for over-the-line attacks. Greg's 
measured call here is also appreciated.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Running for Congress is a selfish, possibly absurd reason? You might not like her candidacy, in which case you 
shouldn't vote for her, but stepping up for public service shouldn't be considered selfish or absurd. I think Greg 
could testify to that.  
Reply | Edit | View | Apr 6, 2008 on ACC Race is Shaping…  
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jdleslie1 said:  
I don't think anyone was pointing a finger at Greg's post, Ann. Certainly, I wasn't. I wasn't even pointing a finger 
at media. I was pointing a finger at partisans who engage in this finger-pointing to score points. And I'm with 
Bob H. -- I'd love to see a politician's wife, from either party, tell the husband "Go up there and face them alone. 
I'm out."  
Reply | Edit | View | Mar 14, 2008 on Timing is Everything  

 

jdleslie1 said:  
Truth is, people in both parties get into these disgraceful situations. If that person is from the other party, you 
point fingers. If that person is from your party, you make excuses and point fingers at the other party's people 
who previously have been caught. Ordinary people see through all of it.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
My recollection as a Mormon is that Benson skewered Mecham on his words -- you have to admit Mecham was 
an easy target for a political cartoonist -- and Mormons reacted by circling the wagons. How could the grandson 
of the church president ridicule own of our own who has become governor? Many members, maybe most, 
treated it like treason. I've often wondered if members' reaction to his work is what drove Benson to the edge of 
leaving the church. Benson now does seem to have a special vitriol to members of his former faith. I think the 
whole thing is quite sad, really.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
You won't find much sympathy for print media here, Stotheizz. Most of the people here truly believe the country 
will better off when newspapers are dead. I guess we'll see.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
I think that's an extraordinarily good policy. This country needs a whole lot more civility in its public discourse.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Exactly right, Cathy. And he continues to perpetuate his agenda with his update. He continues to say the 
Republic printed this, when it was Channel 12. The Republic took the posting down. So Greg's post here isn't 
merely reminding the dentist that it's painful, it's his own version of spite. The fact that Channel 12 should be 
the target does indeed get in the way of his agenda.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Spot the bias. Channel 12, which uses azcentral.com as its home site, does a story that gives links to records 
that show Andrew Thomas' home address. It posts that story on the Web site. Thomas objects. The Arizona 
Republic, owner of the web site, agrees with Thomas' point and takes Channel 12's story down. In response, 
the Espresso Pundit posts the addresses and photos of the homes of two top Republic executives -- the people 
who removed the story -- but does nothing about Channel 12 -- the people who posted the story. His personal 
dittoheads heartily agree with this tactic.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
I once wrote to Pearce to oppose something he sponsored in the Legislature. I received a reply. It was rambling, 
circuitous, off point and brought immigration into something that had nothing to do with immigration. It made me 
seriously question his competence. If that's the Pearce who hits the campaign trail against Flake, I believe 
Flake will rout him, no matter how much alike they are on every issue but immigration. Obviously, Pearce has 
been effective communicating his points on immigration, but if he's Johnny One Note and cannot articulate on 
issues outside immigration, it will be more than incumbency that beats him.  
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jdleslie1 said:  
Except "liberals" became a perjorative during the Reagan years, so people throwing that around are doing ad 
hominem argument, too.  
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