
jdleslie said:  
I suspect it will be a wash. She's such a polarizing figure that most people made up her mind on her a long time 
ago. A few fence sitters may be swayed, but some, wondering if a woman can be strong enough to face down 
our enemies, may see weakness there, and others, wondering if she's as stone cold as some say, may see a 
genuineness that appeals. So I don't think it's a Howard Dean moment or a Checkers speech.  
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jdleslie said:  
Suggesting Willey's "leadership" is the reason for the Dallas Morning News' circulation decline is seriously 
laughable. The reasons for the decline are the same reasons that Greg has regularly outlined here. I seriously 
doubt that any editorial page editor anywhere has greatly influenced circulation numbers one or the other. 
Sonoran Sam nailed it here. The main reason for the decline is that people are choosing a free model that puts 
news on their computer. If newspapers companies can't figure out a revenue model that works out of that, they 
will be done -- or just a shell of their former selves. Greg has effectively outlined that here, but he's also made it 
clear that he's positively giddy about it. (And his acolytes are, too). Perhaps the day will come that the Republic 
declares bankruptcy or that it announces it is ceasing print operations and laying off all but the azcentral sales 
department, a handful of people to post stuff, someone in marketing and another in finance, and a few support 
personnel. Greg probably then will host a nice party with a "mission accomplished" banner. But Sam is 
absolutely correct about what coverage will be lost -- things that aren't sexy enough for bloggers to cover well. 
For all their foibles and faults, which are many, I'd rather have the newspapers than not. So I'd be careful what 
you wish for.  
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jdleslie said:  
Agree with Rex and Sam about Greg associating this story with the ELL debate. If the MSM did this to a 
conservative, Greg would be on here angrily decrying the tactic -- and his dittoheads would be jumping up and 
down about it in harmony.  
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jdleslie said:  
Believe me, competition already has been introduced to schools by open enrollment and charter schools. The 
junior high of which I spoke is desperately trying to hold on to the good families from the elementary school I 
spoke of, but they shop schools -- often for a nearby charter or a school that's not too far away in another 
district. The demographics of those schools are different. When the local junior high loses those kids, it loses 
high performers on the stakes tests and it's left with the kids whose parents will never shop their kids. Thus its 
problem in meeting AYP is just exacerbated and everyone on the outside looks at the scores and says how bad 
that school is. Believe me also, this principal is working hard at making things better -- from behavior to rigor of 
curriculum. So vouchers will introduce more competition, sure. But charter schools already accomplished that, 
and more competition really is just going to make the divide between the haves and have nots (and I don't 
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mean resources here, I mean high-performing kids) greater. The idea that we can get to a point where no child 
will ever be left behind is a myth. Children from broken homes with parents who don't give a rat's behind often 
will be left behind. And if we leave them all behind in certain public schools, those schools won't perform. (I 
hasten to add that I do know there are plenty of schools that are broken, too.)  
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jdleslie said:  
Having volunteered for the past 10 years at my kids' public schools -- one that is excelling and one that is 
failing to meet AYP for the third straight year -- I have some firm opinions on this. One is that the schools aren't 
nearly as much "warehouses for social thought" as some people think. But the most important one is this -- the 
biggest predictor of a kids' success or failure in school is parental support. In schools that aren't succeeding, it's 
often reflective of schools filled with kids in broken homes, with little support, etc. Yes, family indeed makes a 
huge difference. Is that to say that there aren't bad teachers? Bad administrators? Of course not. But often 
good teachers are sapped trying to play classroom cop, and that's a shame. My kids' elementary school has 
lots of involved parents, and classrooms don't have much problem getting volunteers. That's the one with the 
excelling label. The junior high is a stone's throw away. I love the principal and many of the teachers there. But 
the lack of parental support is astounding compared with what happens at the elementary school, and the 
problems are so much more to manage. I wasn't disappointed in the curriculum for my daughter, but I was sure 
glad she was in honors classes, too, where the teachers had fewer problems to contend with. And I don't know 
how they ever will make AYP. The principal is energetic and getting after it and trying things, but if things don't 
change in the students' homes, I don't see how the school makes significant progress.  
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jdleslie said:  
I don't suspect it's the school that is at issue here. Personal responsibility anyone?  
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jdleslie said:  
Peoria Pundit has a point, but only to point. It's probably legitimate to report that there's been this backlash, but 
without ever referencing that the one woman is leading the charge in these many areas, it lacks important 
context. Greg did the extra elbow grease to bring that to light, so props to him. The reporter needed to do that.  
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jdleslie said:  
Geez, even the NCAA understands Mormon missions, netroots, and it's the one thing you can get two years of 
eligibility back for in college sports. It's way too predictable of an outcome to compare it with "anyone with any 
reason" going away for two years. The right person to make that call is Ira Fulton. He has his name on so much 
of the school that the next big contribution might get the school renamed to Irazona State. Really, if Fulton, who 
is Mormon, called Michael Crow, I'd bet it would be fixed in two seconds.  
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jdleslie said:  
Joe Baby, I agree. Did I lead you to believe I didn't? I gathered from C of C's post that the Constitution should 
always remain as is, and I was arguing to that point. Actually, reading the Citizen's story, it doesn't say the 
governor usurped the secretary of state at all. In fact, the SofS did use use her power in recent weeks while the 
governor was out of state. The governor maintains a change should happen and that essentially she does still 
govern while out of state. But when it came down to an official act, the secretary of state acted. Timothy, I 
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hesitate to answer because somehow I think I'm being led into a trap. But I was referring to the 19th 
amendment of the U.S. Constitution. I suppose the 14th amendment's equal protection clause also applies, but 
it wasn't in my thought process. So what of it? Do you guys think this is a change that should be made, 
regardless of who is in office? Do you want it not to be made while Napolitano is the governor? Do you think 
the law should stand as written in the Constitution?  
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jdleslie said:  
Listem, if you step back from your own beliefs, regardless of what side of the aisle you are on, you recognize 
that everyone plays this game. In the case of abortion, one side doesn't want to be called anti-abortion, they 
want to be called pro-life; and the other side doesn't want to be called pro-abortion, they want to be called pro-
choice. Because who really is against choices? Who really is against life? (Don't argue back that pro-abortion 
people are against life -- that's not the point of this particular post.) Sam is right in this -- people in politics apply 
standards to opponents then don't apply them to themselves. It happens in scandals, spending, arguments 
about abortion and other controversial topics, etc. But it's not just Republicans who play this game, as Sam 
seems to suggest, it's both parties. In the case of this label, calling something pro-woman is just a continuation 
of this PR politics. Greg is right -- who is against women? The reporter's duty here should be to go beyond that 
and define it, not just let this group define itself as pro-woman. The context of the whole blog would be 
important here if you're actually trying to root out bias.  
Reply | Edit | View | Sep 19, 2007 on Your Slip is Showing  

Your Slip is Showing 

Posted: Sep 18, 2007 

Edit this post 

View all comments on this post 

View published post 

http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comment/6a00d83451db8169e200e54ef5e4168834/edit?return_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.typepad.com%2Fsite%2Fblogs%2F6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2%2Fcomments%2F%3Ffilter.author%3Djdleslie
http://www.espressopundit.com/2007/09/its-good-to-be-.html?cid=83350219#comment-6a00d83451db8169e200e54ef5e4168834
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comments?filter.author=jdleslie
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/post/6a00d83451db8169e200e54ee102b28833/edit
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comments?filter.root=6a00d83451db8169e200e54ee102b28833
http://www.espressopundit.com/2007/09/its-good-to-be-.html
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comments?filter.author=jdleslie
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comments?filter.author=jdleslie
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comments?filter.author=jdleslie
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comment/6a00d83451db8169e200e54ef5b3d88834/edit?return_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.typepad.com%2Fsite%2Fblogs%2F6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2%2Fcomments%2F%3Ffilter.author%3Djdleslie
http://www.espressopundit.com/2007/09/your-slip-is-sh.html?cid=83339317#comment-6a00d83451db8169e200e54ef5b3d88834
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comments?filter.author=jdleslie
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/post/6a00d83451db8169e200e54ee087c38833/edit
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comments?filter.root=6a00d83451db8169e200e54ee087c38833
http://www.espressopundit.com/2007/09/your-slip-is-sh.html
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comments?filter.author=jdleslie
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comments?filter.author=jdleslie
http://www.typepad.com/site/blogs/6a00d83451db8169e200d83451db8669e2/comments?filter.author=jdleslie


 

Publish  

Unpublish  

Delete  

Mark as Spam  

 

 
jdleslie said:  
Ah, so we should never change the Constitution because the founders, in all their wisdom, foresaw all. In fact, I 
don't think Janet should be eligible to be governor because, well, it says right there "HE" -- Janet cannot meet 
that provision and thus is ineligible. I'm sure this inconveniences her, so she will ignore it. Of course, that's 
absurd. This would not be a change to benefit the select few if it were undertaken. It would benefit the voters 
who put someone in office and expect them to carry out the duties of the office when they are able. In 1912, it 
might have been difficult to govern from outside the state. In 2007, it wouldn't be difficult at all. (A disability is, of 
course, a different story.) So, yes, it's a simple matter -- she's not in charge when she's out of state. But I'd 
argue the governor ought to be in charge when he or she is out of state, and that should apply to Republican 
and Democratic governors. And I'd bet if we could get that guy from Pushing Daisies to venture up into Papago 
Park, touch old George W.P. Hunt and fill him in on Blackberries and Video Conferencing, etc., he'd agree. 
(Thomas Campbell, too, just to be bipartisan about it.) The fact is, we do amend Constitutions. Where would 
Blacks and Women be if the U.S. didn't amend theirs?  
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jdleslie said:  
OK, I can concede the constitutional point -- assuming previous governors also gave way to the SoS, which I 
will assume they did. However, it was Greg who argued, essentially, that the founders knew about and could 
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count on instant communication, given the transatlantic cable had long since been laid. It's a ridiculous point, 
which is why I snapped about it. I also don't think it's merely a quaint constitutional anachronism that shouldn't 
be cleaned up. In this day and age, I think the voters would expect the governor to be in charge wherever he or 
she is -- because it's so possible. I'll make the argument that the time is now to make that change. Republicans 
might resist because Gov. Napolitano, a Democrat, is in office. I think that would be short-sighted. Odds are the 
governor is going to be a Republican in this state much more often that a Democrat, so the Republicans would 
stand to benefit in the long run, and they could count on Democratic support in here and now because the 
current governor is a Democrat. In the meantime, yes, she should give way to the SoS -- and work for the 
change.  
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jdleslie said:  
C'mon -- calling transatlantic telegrams instant communication and equating them with Blackberrys only reveals 
your own bias here. You know they are not even close to being on a par. Yes, the governor is playing politics. 
Point well taken. Surprise, surprise -- a politician playing politics. Imagine that. But so are you. This is a change 
that should be made, regardless of what party holds the governor's office.  
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JDLeslie said:  
You like to hold media to account for sins of inaccuracy, but you are the one guilty here. The ASU journalism 
school does not run the State Press. The two have been independent of one another for three decades. State 
Press answers to the vice president of student affairs, not the dean of the journalism school. The Klute was 
right on about your analysis, too.  
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