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Political signs are often written in code… 
I break the code in an article called   
“Sign Language.”

Political life is like a long road.  On one 
side of the road you have ordinary citizens 
some who care about politics and some 
who don’t.  On the other side of the road, 
you have elected officials who (in theory) 
work together to solve problems.  In this 
issue, I ask the age old question.  “Why 
Did Clint Hickman Cross the Road?”

I also follow up on a story about APS and 
Mary Rose Wilcox.  New Times broke the 
story nine years ago…and now we have a 
surprising twist.

Speaking of APS, I will show you how 
they have used a Jedi Mind Trick in order 
to triple the size of their Tempe power 

plant…and do so with no opposition.  
Hint:  These aren’t the droids we are 
looking for.

I’m not an Andy Thomas fan, but a 
surprising number of people are…and 
there also may be a dirty trick coming.    

On the back page, I tell you why I support 
Dick Foreman in the Tempe City Council 
race.  Spoiler Alert….Dick’s a great guy and 
he’s running against David Schapira….
who is, well….let’s just say that the race is 
a no brainer.

I hope that you enjoy our new format and 
frequency.  Follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter too.  And for daily coverage check 
out espressopundit.com.

Greg Patterson

Wow, these are crazy times.  Governor Brewer endorses Scott Smith.  Christine Jones—who made a fortune at a company that’s 
famous for “beaver” jokes calls Doug Ducey a “misogynistic jerk.”   There’s so much going on that I’ve changed the format of the 
Arizona Political Report—the size is a bit smaller, but the paper now runs weekly.  I hope that you enjoy the new format. 

In this issue:
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Here’s a new twist on an already  
twisted story.

Nearly ten years ago, John Dougherty 
wrote an extraordinary article for New 
Times. Here’s his opening paragraph.

The Arizona Public Service Company’s sale 
of a one acre paved parking lot to Maricopa 
County Supervisor Mary Rose Wilcox and 
her husband smells like trout left rotting in 
the Phoenix summer sun.

Dougherty makes a compelling case that 
APS sold the property to Mary Rose 
Wilcox at well below fair market value.  
History has confirmed Dougherty’s inter-
pretation and the Wilcox’s have managed 
to use the lot as collateral for an ever in-
creasing series of loans.  Meanwhile, the 
tax records certainly imply that the land 
is worth much more than Wilcox paid for 
it. 

APS, of course, does a tremendous 
amount of business with the county and 
Wilcox is an active participant in that APS 
business.  The County has also managed 
to hire more than its share of former APS 
employees and for its part APS has hired 

its share of former County employees.

When Dougherty asked Mary Rose Wil-
cox about the obvious conflict of APS 
selling her property with a large built in 
gain while the company does business 
before the county, Mary Rose had this 
(rather lame) response.

The county supervisor said no conflict of in-
terest existed because her lucrative deal with 
APS was a one time transaction.

Dougherty to his credit points out how 
ridiculous her response was.

That is simply ludicrous. A 2,000 percent 
return on investment in two years is some-
thing one tends to remember for a while, 
don’tcha think, Mary Rose?

Now For the Twist...

Mary Rose is running for Congress...
and Congressional disclosure statements 
require more information than County 
disclosure statements.   So what do we 
learn now that Mary Rose has to provide 
more detailed disclosure?  Take a look at 
the graphic below.

That’s right.  Nearly 10 years after get-
ting the lot at below market rates,  Mary 

Rose Wilcox collects rent from APS....
on the lot that the company sold her.  
We can’t tell how much APS pays Mary 
Rose each month, but for the year 2013, 
the payments are listed in the category 
of $15,000 to $50,000.  The portion of 
her financial disclosure form printed here 
shows that Mary Rose is still receiving 
payments from APS and that those pay-
ments are somewhere between $5,000 
and $15,000 so far this year.

So much for a “one time transaction.”

Speaking of transactions, I pointed out 
above that APS engages in extensive 
transactions with the County and that 
Mary Rose rarely if ever recuses herself.  
However most of those transactions are 
nickel and dime stuff for a company as 
large as APS.  But that’s about to change.  
APS’s biggest transaction with the county 
is pending NOW.  Check out this quote 
from the Republic’s Ryan Randazzo

Arizona Public Service Co. plans to spend 
$600 million to $700 million dismantling 
the two steam generators at its Ocotillo 
Power Plant and replacing them with five 
shorter generators...

I’m sure you are familiar with 
the Ocotillo power plant....after 
all, it’s in Tempe next to ASU.  
Notice this next part of Randa-
zzo’s article.

In addition to OKs from the city 
and Maricopa County, the project 
will need approval from the Arizo-
na Corporation Commission and 
Department of Environmental 
Quality.

That’s right. APS needs per-
mission from Maricopa Coun-

ty in order to build the plant.  

Furthermore, the County permit will  

APS and the Long Game
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APS and the Long Game Continued…. 
 
probably be the hardest one to obtain.  
That’s because it’s the County that issues 
the AIR PERMIT and since metro Phoe-
nix is a non-attainment area for both 
PM10 and Ozone...and since the new 
plant will produce a tremendous amount 
of both pollutants, the air permit is likely 
to be a problem.

But APS has a plan....if those five new 
generators can somehow be grandfa-

thered then APS can avoid New Source 
Review which is essential, because there’s 
no way that the five new generators could 
be approved using the higher standards of 
New Source Review.

So APS is going to build a power plant in 
the middle of metro Phoenix and it ap-
pears the company will face little if any 
opposition.  You would think that the 
project would have a tough time.  But 
APS doesn’t seem to be worried.  The 
company has a GREAT relationship with 

Maricopa County and the County has 
plenty of former APS employees on staff 
and plenty of new Supervisors who will 
be eager to accept their recommenda-
tions...institutional memory and all that.  

Meanwhile, Mary Rose Wilcox has re-
signed from the County in order to run 
for Congress. And despite a lifetime of 
public service, she brings a surprising-
ly large amount of personal financial  
resources to the table.  Indeed, she would 
fit in quite well in Washington.

Check out the first paragraph from this recent Republic story:

One of the wealthiest candidates for Congress in Arizona, Kiehne 
told The Republic in July that he supports federal subsidies for in-
dustries in which he owns businesses, but he doesn’t want taxpayer 
money to help industries in which he has no stake.

Wow.  The guy sounds like a real jerk.  Of 
course, that paragraph is SUPPOSED to 
make him sound like a jerk.  The real 
problem is that the sentence is complete 
fiction.  Reporter Rebekah Sanders sim-
ply made it up. In a previous story, Sand-
ers tells us exactly what Kiehne said to 
the Republic Editorial Board.  He said:

“he would eliminate federal subsidies for two 
programs: exports and renewable energy.”

He also said “he supports Small Business 
Administration loans.” 

And he “also supports Department of  
Agriculture subsidies.”

Rebekah Sanders took those three state-
ments and then pointed out that Kiehne 
has benefited from small business loans 
and disaster relief.  Sanders then created this fictional state-
ment and used it as the opening paragraph of the previous 
article.

One of the wealthiest candidates for Congress in Arizona supports 
federal subsidies for the industries in which he owns businesses, 
but he doesn’t want taxpayer money to help industries he has no 
stake in.

That wasn’t his statement.  After all, there are thousands of 

subsidies.  In fact, his first statement was that he would elim-
inate TWO subsidies....exports and renewable energy.   So 
the statement that he “doesn’t want taxpayer money to help 
industries he has no stake in.” is simply not true.

What’s worse, is that Sanders KNEW the statement wasn’t 
true when she wrote the original arti-
cle.  That’s because she asked Kiehne 
about it and he denied it and then 
he sent her a written denial...and she 
printed that in the original story.

“Any characterization that my support or 
opposition to government spending has 
anything to do with my business interests 
is simply untrue,”

So let’s look at the first paragraph of 
the more recent article again. 

One of the wealthiest candidates for 
Congress in Arizona, Kiehne told The 
Republic in July that he supports federal 
subsidies for industries in which he owns 
businesses, but he doesn’t want taxpayer 
money to help industries in which he has 
no stake.

Notice that Sanders now claims that Kiehne “told the Repub-
lic....” That’s obviously not true.  Kiehne didn’t make that 
statement to the Republic.  Sanders claimed that the three 
statements that he actually made were the equivalent of mak-
ing the statement that she invented.  Then Kiehne specifically 
DENIED making the statement that she invented.

Too bad the Republic’s “Fact Checkers” don’t ever check on 
Republic Reporters.

When Reporters Attack....

Gary Kiehne
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Greg: What surprised you most about 
the county?

Hickman:   I expected to walk into a lot 
more drama than what I did. I read the 
newspaper too the surprising thing to me 
is that the offices worked a lot better to-
gether than what I thought I was going 
to run into. 

I had never met Andy Kunasek; I always 
heard very good things about him but he 
was wrapped up in the drama.   So ever 
since he has been kind of a big brother 
to all of us, but we are really compatible 
and our histories are the same.  Anoth-
er nice thing I ran into is a lot of peo-
ple don’t realize it but every sitting board 
member, including the new one that just 
came on, are all multi-generational Arizo-
nans.  I think that gives you a perspective 
“I’m not just here for the short run, my 
parents are here and I feel like my grand-
children are going to grow up here.”   I 
know my kids currently are growing up 
here and that really helps because, talking 
native to native, you just aren’t looking 
at short term, you’re looking at long-term 
and setting the bar high.  I get that feeling 
from everyone sitting at that board with 
me.  I know that I am coming in right be-
hind Max Wilson who was right behind 
Jan Brewer.  Everyone talks about shoes 
to fill and in Brewer’s case those would 
be high heels but she did a great job and 
I remember her as my supervisor and 
Max also did a great job and you walk 

around this district and they are held in 
such high esteem and, to me, it begins to 
appear that we expect something of this 
person and we don’t expect someone who 
is going to come in and be an idiot. 

 I don’t want to be that guy. 

Greg:   A lot of the county issues are 
regulatory, what does your background 
bring to the job?

Hickman:   As I talk to people and you 
think “egg farm” and you think “oh out 
in the pasture” but we took a look to see 
what regulatory authorities we had to deal 
with and the 
independent 
person look-
ing at this said 
“you guys real-
ize this is the 
industry that 
has the largest 
amount of reg-
ulation by dif-
ferent author-
ities, we have 
the USDA in 
our plants, you 
have the FDA 
in our barns, 
Air Quality 
Control with the level of dust,” we run 
the gamut and he said “the only agency 
I can find who doesn’t regulate you is the 
ATF” and that changed because we pur-

chased a mine in Cochise County and we 
purchased Dynamite to get at the Lime-
stone so even that changed.

Greg: Why do you mine Limestone?

Hickman:   We grind it up and the calci-
um Limestone is a food additive for the 
chickens that causes shell hardness.  So 
it’s down in Cochise County and it has 
absolutely the best Limestone we could 
find and the company that owned it, the 
Lincoln family, wanted to get out of it 
and they didn’t want to see any of their 
workers laid off so we bought it from 

them and we have been getting Lime-
stone ever since.

Continued on next page

Why Did Clint Hickman Cross the Road?

Greg: Where were you born?

Hickman:   I was born in St. Josephs’ Hospital in 1965 then 
moved immediately to the West Valley and my grandmother’s 
farm is where I grew up.

Greg: And how long has your family been farming  
in Arizona?

Hickman:   Since 1944

Greg: How many chickens does your family have?

Hickman:   We now have eight million chickens in three dif-
ferent states 

Greg: How many eggs is that each day?

Hickman:   Each chicken lays usually one egg each day.

Greg: What was your first car?

Hickman:   First car was a Trans Am. I have never bought a 
new car. 

Greg:  Tell me about your family.

Hickman:   I have been married for a little more than 10 years 
and I have a son who just turned 9, a son who just turned 7 
and a daughter that is 4.  

Greg:   What else?

I am an honorary commander of the 69th fighter squadron 
on the Luke Air Force base. It’s unbelievable but the Luke Air 
Force base is a large economic engine in the West Valley, really 
happy that I am with these guys.  These are the Air Force re-
serve pilots and half of them already own businesses mostly in 
the West Valley and it is a great sounding board for me so that 
is the cream of America’s crop when you think of the training 
and the money that America has poured into these guys and I 
am happy they live in the West Valley.

About Clint Hickman
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The crushing regulatory authority, I 
heard someone call it “regulation nation” 
and that is what we have become so one 
of the first things that I said when I was 
on the board was that I appreciated Gov-
ernor Brewer’s regulatory moratorium.  
We used hers as a model and we created 
a moratorium on rules and regulations as 
they affect the county. 

 It’s great because now they can just call 
it the Hickman Moratorium and people 
stopped beating a path to our door and 
that has really opened the field for true 
regulatory reform that we are enacting 
right now.  

Greg: What other priorities do you 
have?

Hickman:   Economic development of 
the West Valley.  Everybody flies over to 
California and you look down and you 
see the municipalities and then you start 
seeing fields.  Those fields are in the West 
Valley and I know those farmers are wait-
ing to sell to someone so that they can 
develop that land, I am already starting 
to see it.  I have lived in the West Valley 
all of my life so I want to be sure this is a 
key and pivotal role for the West Valley to 
be in.  And we have one time to do this 
right and I know that is a paradigm shift 
and everything else and I know everyone 
views the West Valley as a bedroom com-
munity. However, as things are develop-

ing, why not make it a manufacturing 
hub.  

Greg:  If you could give one message to 
voters and the residents of the Valley, 
what would it be?

Hickman:   I would say that the West Val-
ley is open for business and I want to be 
the guy who throws his weight at affect-
ing great change.  It’s going to change re-
gardless, change is coming, but I want to 
be that guy, not necessarily in the drivers’ 
seat but I would say Hall Monitor and 
make sure the right people are talking to 
the right people to spark great growth.  

It’s nice to be a regional player; there are 
already so many mayors and municipali-
ties and whatever I can do to continue to 
make sure that the mayors are talking to 
each other and that a win for one city is 
a win for the western region and a loss is 
a loss for all of us too.  So that is what I 
am doing.

Greg:  Thank you for taking the time 
to meet with me. 

Hickman:  Anytime.

The Arizona Republic likes to demand “Civility” but doesn’t 
like to show it. I’ve pointed out that on the day the paper  
announced the winners of its “Civility” essay contest, Steve 
Benson published a cartoon that depicted Governor Brewer 
as Libyan Dictator Muammar Gaddafi.

There are a lot of different definitions of “Civility” or the lack 
of civility. I think the most common example of incivility is  
simple name calling. Here’s a recent example in which the  
Republic shows no self awareness or sense of irony. 

GOP primary voters are faced with a choice between an  
incumbent who fails to meet a basic civility threshold for  
public service, and a single issue challenger whose depth of knowl-
edge about education rivals a cardboard cutout.

That’s right. The author chides Huppenthal for failing to 
meet a “basic civility threshold” and then in the same sentence 
says that his challenger’s knowledge about education “rivals a  
cardboard cutout.” Which is, of course, a statement that fails 
to meet a basic civility threshold.

Isn’t that Ironic.

Greg Patterson served two terms in the Arizona House of Representatives; he is also the former Director 
of the Residential Utility Consumer Office and former Chief of Staff for the State Senate.  In 2008, Greg 
was elected to the Governing Board of the Maricopa County Hospital and resigned that position when 
Governor Brewer appointed him to the Board of Regents. Greg is a CPA and Attorney.  All of the opinions 
in this newsletter are Greg’s personal opinions and do not represent the opinions of his clients….or even his 
friends and family for that matter.

About the Author 

I’ve long argued against the legality of “First Things First” and the Prop 

105, “Voter Protection Act” initiatives.  First Things First sets up an 

alternative tax system and a shadow appropriations system that spends 

state money in ways that aren’t approved by the Legislature or Governor.  

I think it’s clear that this shadow system--which was established in statute, 

not appendend to the state Constitution--conflicts with the Bicameralism 

and Presentment sections of the state Constitution.  In other words, you 

can’t set up a law in order to bypass the Legislature and Governor on 

annual appropriations. 

I believe that Prop 105 is unconstitutional because it violates the “republican 

form of government” guarantee in the federal Constitution.  Prop 105 says 

that if a law is passed by initiative, it can’t be changed by the Legislature.  

However the US Constitution says that we have the right to live in a 

Republic, not a direct democracy.  There are already large chunks of state 

statute that are off limits to the legislature.  What’s it going to be like in 

50 years?  Or 100?  The answer is that amendments to statute will have 

to be decided by referendum.  That’s not a republic and the Constitution 

guarantees that Arizona stays a republic.

Most of the attorneys who have commented on my previous posts have 

raised procedural objections.  They have said that the issues are political 

questions and wonder if the courts would take them up, and they ask who 

has standing to sue.

Folks who follow these issues nationally are realizing that the Supreme 

Court’s decision in the CA Prop 8 case has upended the initiative process. 

Justice Kennedy, in his dissent from the majority, warned that “the Court’s 

decision also has implications for the 26 other states that have an initiative or 

popular referendum system, and which, like California, may choose to have 

initiative proponents stand in for the State when public officials decline to 

defend an initiative in litigation.”

In other words, if the Legislature were to decide that Prop 105 and First 

Things First are unconstitutional, and Attorney General Horne agreed, 

then--at least for federal court--no one else has standing to defend them. 

So while those who opposed CA Prop 8 may cheer that the California AG 

didn’t defend the law....remember that it goes both ways.

Good Bye to “First Thing’s First” and Prop 105

Spoiler Alert
During the Pearce recall election, the media hounded Olivia Cortes 

as a “sham” candidate.  She was sued, humiliated, cross examined and 

eventually withdrew her candidacy.  Frankly, I think the media and 

Pearce opponents opened a can of worms.  Do you really want to have 

the courts test the intentions of an otherwise qualified candidate in order 

to see if they should stay on the ballot?  What if they have no chance of 

winning and want to simply make a political statement?  What if they 

just want to screw things up for other candidates?  Are those goals not 

legitimate?  Should the courts concede that a candidate has met all the 

requirements and then cross examine them to make sure that they are 

not a “sham?”

While the media was wrong on Cortes, they should at least be consistent.  

The Legislature has just passed and the Governor has just signed a bill 

that would raise the signature requirement for Libertarian and Green 

Party candidates. 

The media is in full meltdown.  Check out this column by Laurie 

Roberts  claiming that Republicans have “Pulled a Fast One.”  But wait 

a second.  Roberts should support this legislation.  After all, she was part 

of the chorus claiming that Cortes was an illegitimate candidate.  Well, 

who says the Libertarians and the Green Party candidates are legitimate?  

They never win and they seem to spoil things.  Now that the media 

and courts have opened the door to questions about otherwise qualified 

candidates being “legitimate,” it seems appropriate for the Legislature 

and Governor to tighten up the qualifications so that the races are only 

between “legitimate” candidates. 

Frankly, what the Legislature did to the Libertarians is much more 

reasonable than what the media did to Cortes.  The Libertarians 

simply have to get more signatures.  At that point, they will be deemed 

to be legitimate.  Cortes met the signature requirement.  Everyone 

acknowledged that she followed the law, but she was hounded out of the 

race because her intentions were not in line with what the media thought 

they should be. 

Roberts and her media fellow travelers can’t support what was done 

to Olivia Cortes and then oppose what was done to the Green and 

Libertarian Parties. 

Think about that next time you question someone’s right to be on the 

ballot.

Greg Patterson served two terms in the Arizona House of Representatives; he is also the former 

Director of the Residential Utility Consumer Office and former Chief of Staff for the State Senate.  

In 2008, Greg was elected to the Governing Board of the Maricopa County Hospital and resigned 

that position when Governor Brewer appointed him to the Board of Regents. Greg is a CPA and 

Attorney.  All of the opinions in this newsletter are Greg’s personal opinions and do not represent the 

opinions of his clients….or even his friends and family for that matter.

For additional Commentary go to www.espressopundit.com  ·  To subscribe go to www.ArizonaPoliticalReport.com
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Breaking the Code: Here’s what political signs REALLY mean.

This means “Conservative Republican”

“Moderate Republican”

Reference to “Kids”

Plea for Turnout

No party Destination

Union label

This means “Democrat 
running in Republican 
District

So many Kavanagh
signs have been stolen, 
that when I see a group 
of signs with two empty 
posts, it means

“Vote for Kavanagh”

This Means “I don’t really know 
what the Treasurer Does.”

Two Birds. One Stone.
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“I love Coal” 

And the Utility that Supports 
me REALLY loves coal.  

I’m a Republican Running  in Tempe 

Pat, I’d Like to Buy a Vowel. 

Err, Pat, can I Like , buy a consonant? 

Ok, Actually, it was California first, but 
now it’s Arizona First! Or second, or 
next, Whatever.   
 
Seriously, secure the border, Go Cards! 

Do’h, I can’t believe I didn’t run 
against Huppenthal  
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that when I see a group 
of signs with two empty 
posts, it means 
 
“Vote for Kavanagh”  

This Means   “I don’t really know 
what the Treasurer Does.” 

Two Birds. One Stone. 

“I love Coal” 

And the Utility that Supports 
me REALLY loves coal.  

I’m a Republican Running  in Tempe 

Pat, I’d Like to Buy a Vowel. 

Err, Pat, can I Like , buy a consonant? 

Ok, Actually, it was California first, but 
now it’s Arizona First! Or second, or 
next, Whatever.   
 
Seriously, secure the border, Go Cards! 

Do’h, I can’t believe I didn’t run 
against Huppenthal  



7   ·   For additional Commentary go to www.espressopundit.com  ·  To subscribe go to www.ArizonaPoliticalReport.com

Do’h, I can’t believe I didn’t run 
against Huppenthal

Ok, Actually, it was California first, but 
now it’s Arizona First! Or second, or 
next, Whatever.

Seriously, secure the border, Go Cards!

Err, Pat, can I Like, Buy a consonant?Pat, I’d like to Buy a Vowel.

I’m a Republican Running in Tempe“I love Coal”

And the Utility that Supports 
me REALLY loves coal.

Breaking the Code:  Here’s what  political signs 
REALLY mean.  

This means  “Conservative Republican” 

“Moderate Republican”  

Reference to “Kids”  
 
Plea for Turnout 
 
No party Designation 
 
Union label 
 
This means “Democrat 
running in Republican 
District.  

So many Kavanagh 
signs have been stolen, 
that when I see a group 
of signs with two empty 
posts, it means 
 
“Vote for Kavanagh”  

This Means   “I don’t really know 
what the Treasurer Does.” 

Two Birds. One Stone. 

“I love Coal” 

And the Utility that Supports 
me REALLY loves coal.  

I’m a Republican Running  in Tempe 

Pat, I’d Like to Buy a Vowel. 

Err, Pat, can I Like , buy a consonant? 

Ok, Actually, it was California first, but 
now it’s Arizona First! Or second, or 
next, Whatever.   
 
Seriously, secure the border, Go Cards! 

Do’h, I can’t believe I didn’t run 
against Huppenthal  

Breaking the Code:  Here’s what  political signs 
REALLY mean.  

This means  “Conservative Republican” 

“Moderate Republican”  

Reference to “Kids”  
 
Plea for Turnout 
 
No party Designation 
 
Union label 
 
This means “Democrat 
running in Republican 
District.  

So many Kavanagh 
signs have been stolen, 
that when I see a group 
of signs with two empty 
posts, it means 
 
“Vote for Kavanagh”  

This Means   “I don’t really know 
what the Treasurer Does.” 

Two Birds. One Stone. 

“I love Coal” 

And the Utility that Supports 
me REALLY loves coal.  

I’m a Republican Running  in Tempe 

Pat, I’d Like to Buy a Vowel. 

Err, Pat, can I Like , buy a consonant? 

Ok, Actually, it was California first, but 
now it’s Arizona First! Or second, or 
next, Whatever.   
 
Seriously, secure the border, Go Cards! 

Do’h, I can’t believe I didn’t run 
against Huppenthal  

Breaking the Code:  Here’s what  political signs 
REALLY mean.  

This means  “Conservative Republican” 

“Moderate Republican”  

Reference to “Kids”  
 
Plea for Turnout 
 
No party Designation 
 
Union label 
 
This means “Democrat 
running in Republican 
District.  

So many Kavanagh 
signs have been stolen, 
that when I see a group 
of signs with two empty 
posts, it means 
 
“Vote for Kavanagh”  

This Means   “I don’t really know 
what the Treasurer Does.” 

Two Birds. One Stone. 

“I love Coal” 

And the Utility that Supports 
me REALLY loves coal.  

I’m a Republican Running  in Tempe 

Pat, I’d Like to Buy a Vowel. 

Err, Pat, can I Like , buy a consonant? 

Ok, Actually, it was California first, but 
now it’s Arizona First! Or second, or 
next, Whatever.   
 
Seriously, secure the border, Go Cards! 

Do’h, I can’t believe I didn’t run 
against Huppenthal  

Breaking the Code:  Here’s what  political signs 
REALLY mean.  

This means  “Conservative Republican” 

“Moderate Republican”  

Reference to “Kids”  
 
Plea for Turnout 
 
No party Designation 
 
Union label 
 
This means “Democrat 
running in Republican 
District.  

So many Kavanagh 
signs have been stolen, 
that when I see a group 
of signs with two empty 
posts, it means 
 
“Vote for Kavanagh”  

This Means   “I don’t really know 
what the Treasurer Does.” 

Two Birds. One Stone. 

“I love Coal” 

And the Utility that Supports 
me REALLY loves coal.  

I’m a Republican Running  in Tempe 

Pat, I’d Like to Buy a Vowel. 

Err, Pat, can I Like , buy a consonant? 

Ok, Actually, it was California first, but 
now it’s Arizona First! Or second, or 
next, Whatever.   
 
Seriously, secure the border, Go Cards! 

Do’h, I can’t believe I didn’t run 
against Huppenthal  

Breaking the Code:  Here’s what  political signs 
REALLY mean.  

This means  “Conservative Republican” 

“Moderate Republican”  

Reference to “Kids”  
 
Plea for Turnout 
 
No party Designation 
 
Union label 
 
This means “Democrat 
running in Republican 
District.  

So many Kavanagh 
signs have been stolen, 
that when I see a group 
of signs with two empty 
posts, it means 
 
“Vote for Kavanagh”  

This Means   “I don’t really know 
what the Treasurer Does.” 

Two Birds. One Stone. 

“I love Coal” 

And the Utility that Supports 
me REALLY loves coal.  

I’m a Republican Running  in Tempe 

Pat, I’d Like to Buy a Vowel. 

Err, Pat, can I Like , buy a consonant? 

Ok, Actually, it was California first, but 
now it’s Arizona First! Or second, or 
next, Whatever.   
 
Seriously, secure the border, Go Cards! 

Do’h, I can’t believe I didn’t run 
against Huppenthal  



8   ·   For additional Commentary go to www.espressopundit.com  ·  To subscribe go to www.ArizonaPoliticalReport.com

I’m not an Andrew Thomas fan.

Thomas seems to divert every question so 
that the answer involves securing the bor-
der and he claims that he won’t be bullied 
by the “homosexual lobby.” That last part 
is obviously controversial and to back up 
that statement, Thomas refers to SB 1062 
that was the subject of intense national 
pressure, was ridiculed by the other gu-
bernatorial candidates and was vetoed by 
Governor Brewer.

I think that Thomas has tapped into 
a large sector of the Conservative com-
munity that is stunned that President 
Obama and Hillary Clinton could op-
pose gay marriage as late as 2008 yet the 
position that marriage is between one 
man and one woman is now consid-
ered to be unacceptable in reasoned de-
bate. That’s been the fastest major social 
change in history and while much of it 
was accomplished by winning hearts and 
minds, some of it has been accomplished 
through intimidation.

I have a great deal of respect for the Re-
public’s Phil Boas and I think he speaks 
for a lot of people here.

There are powerful arguments for gay mar-
riage. Gay people are forming families and 
raising children. They require the frame-
work of family law.
But to you gay activists who drove Mozilla 

CEO Brendan Eich from his job for sup-
porting traditional marriage, here’s what we 
know about you:

1. You think social change as momentous as 
the redefinition of marriage should happen 
without debate.

2. You are vengeful winners.

3. You are frightening.

Many of the folks who share 
Boas’s views will vote for Thomas.

I moderated the Homebuild-
er’s Gubernatorial debate and 
I can certainly see nuances 
between, say, Smith and Du-
cey, but from the perspective 

of non-establishment Conservatives, the 
four major candidates are all the same.

They are also all credible.

At this point, it 
seems like Du-
cey and Smith 
are leading, but 
I don’t trust auto 
dialer polls that 
use small sam-
ples. I think that  
Bennett, Ducey, 
Jones and Smith 
will each do pret-
ty well...which 
means that a 
candidate might 
win with 21%. If 
Thomas success-
fully positions 
himself as the 

only non-establishment candidate, then 
he will have carved off a very large slice of 
the Republican electorate for himself and 
that large slice may be more than 21%.

There are two other factors at play. The 
first is that Thomas supporters may not 
be the most likely to answer polls but 
they will be the most likely to show up 
at the polls. So he’s more likely to pull an 
Evan Mecham type upset.

The second factor is from the dirty tricks 
department. Arizona Democrats want 

Andrew Thomas to win the Republican 
Primary. And in the past they have shown 
a willingness to spend significant amounts 
of money in order to manipulate the Re-
publican electorate. So don’t be surprised 
if Thomas’s “Stand up to the Gay Lobby” 
message gets a lot of independent finan-
cial support from mysterious sources.

Don’t Underestimate Andrew Thomas
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Tell me if you would like this character-
istic in a State Representative.

State Rep. John Kavanagh’s interests have 
always been bigger than the Scottsdale 
Fountain Hills district that elected him 
for four terms. That sounds good. I 
don’t want a State Representative who 
is parochial and won’t focus on state-
wide issues. This is especially import-
ant in Kavanagh’s case because he’s the 
Chairman of the House Appropria-
tions Committee. You defiantly want 
your budget folks to have a statewide 
perspective.

However, this sentence is part of a Repub-
lic Editorial AGAINST Kavanagh. The 
(anonymous) author considers this lack 
of parochialism to be a negative factor.

The author next provides an example 

that’s supposed to make us understand 
that Kavanagh’s focus on state issues is 
somehow bad.

Fighting illegal immigration was more 
important than thinking of the tourism 
industry vital to his district, for instance.

Well, I guess we know now that the 
editorial was written by Robert Leger. 
I’m curious what the rest of the caucus 
would think if Kavanagh focused on 
Scottsdale tourism at the expense of is-
sues of statewide significance? When I 
was in the Legislature, we had a word for 
people who focused on statewide issues 
instead of the specific needs of their dis-
tricts....let me see...it was “Statesman.”

Next let’s move to a hilarious non-sequi-
tur combined with some wishful think-
ing: Is his the type of representation a his-

torically moderate district wants?

So does this mean that moderates  
are parochial? And is Kavanagh’s Scott-
sdale district “moderate”? To be sure, 
the district has had the occasional leg-
acy moderate Randall Gnant or Caro-
line Allen for example. Michelle Reagan 
doesn’t consider herself moderate, but 
Leger probably does. However, those 
examples seem to be the exceptions.

David Schweikert represented the dis-
trict in the Legislature and then in Con-
gress. How about Scottsdale Mayor Jim 
Lane?  He is certainly not a moderate.

The editorial makes very little sense. But 
that doesn’t seem to matter to Leger, he 
wants Kavanagh to be replaced and the 
actual arguments are secondary.

RED STAR HANDYMAN, LLC 

NOTICE (for publication) ARTICLES 
OF ORGANIZATION HAVE BEEN 
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE  
ARIZONA CORPORATION COM-
MISSION FOR

I.  Name:  RED STAR HANDYMAN, 
LLC

II. The address of the known place of 
business is: 2414 E CLARENDON 
AVE, PHOENIX, AZ 85016

III. The name and address of the Stat-
utory Agent is: VLADO STJE-
PANOVIC, 2414 E CLARENDON 
AVE, PHOENIX, AZ 85016

IV. Management of the limited liability 
company is vested in a manager or 
managers. The name and address-
es of each person who is a manag-
er AND each member who owns a 
twenty percent or greater interest 
in the capital or profits of limit-
ed liability company are: Manager: 
VLADO STJEPANOVIC, 2414 E 
CLARENDON AVE, PHOENIX, 
AZ 85016 Manager: BILJANA ST-

JEPANOVIC, 2414 E CLAREN-
DON AVE, PHOENIX, AZ 85016 
Member: VLADO STJEPANOVIC, 
2414 E CLARENDON AVE, 
PHOENIX, AZ 85016, Member: 
BILJANA STJEPANOVIC, 2414 E 
CLARENDON AVE, PHOENIX, 
AZ 85016

  8/8, 8/15, 8/22, 2014 editions Arizo-
na Political Report

ACME PUBLIC RELATIONS LLC

NOTICE (for publication) ARTICLES 
OF ORGANIZATION HAVE BEEN 
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE  
ARIZONA CORPORATION COM-
MISSION FOR

I. Name: ACME PUBLIC RELA-
TIONS LLC

II. The address of the known place 
of business is: 1825 W ADAMS, 
PHOENIX,  AZ  85007

III. The name and street address of the 
Statutory Agent Is: KEVIN DE-
MENNA, 1825 W ADAMS, PHOE-
NIX,  AZ  85007

IV. Management of the limited liability 
company is vested in a manager or 
managers. The name and addresses of 
each person who is a manager AND 
each member who owns a twenty per-
cent or greater interest in the capital 
or profits of limited liability company 
are: Member: KEVIN DEMENNA, 
1825 W ADAMS, PHOENIX,  AZ  
85007 Member: HAUNE MELIS-
SA DEMENNA, 1825 W ADAMS, 
PHOENIX,  AZ  85007

 8/15, 8/22, 8/29, 2014 editions Ari-
zona Political Report

Wanted: Senators who Advance their Districts 
at the Expense of the whole State.

Public Notice
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Remember that scene in Star Wars where 
Obi-Wan has to get Luke and the Droids 
past the guards and he uses the “Jedi Mind 
Trick.” Obi-Wan explains that some minds 
are susceptible to simple suggestions.

Earlier in this edition, I pointed out that 
APS plans on tripling the size of the Oco-
tillo Power Plant near ASU.  I explain 
how the company can get the project past 
Maricopa County, but how can they get 
it passed the leaders in Tempe.  Then I 
realized that the company has used the 
“Jedi Mind Trick.”

Here’s the scenario.  The Ocotillo  plant 
is ancient, inefficient, expensive and 
dirty.   However, metro Phoenix needs 
some power to be generated in the city it-
self in order to maintain voltage support.  
So APS can’t just shut the plant down. 

So let’s say that you are on the Tempe 
City Council and APS comes to you with 
these two options. 

Option 1:  We tear down the existing 
plant and replace it with a plant that 
produces the same amount of power and 
only produces one third of the pollution 
of the existing plant.

Option 2:  We tear down the existing 
plant and replace it with a plant that 
produces triple the power of the current 
plant and produces a little bit less pollu-
tion than the existing plant. 

New power plants are much cleaner, and 
as a policy maker, you have the choice of 

taking advantage of the new technolo-
gy by getting one third the pollution or 
three times the power. 

If you are a Tempe official, this is an 
easy decision you pick the smaller plant.  
After all, Tempe doesn’t benefit by hav-
ing a larger power plant in the middle of 
the city, but it does benefit from having 
the current amount of power with far 
less pollution.

That’s where the Jedi Mind Trick comes in. 

APS doesn’t present those two choices.  
Instead, APS just presents Option 2.  In 
other words, the company says  “We are 
planning to tear down the existing plant 
and replace it with a plant that produces 
triple the power of the current plant and 
produces a little less pollution than the 
existing plant.   What do you think?” 

The hapless Storm Trooper City Coun-
cilman says “Golly, that sounds like a  
great idea.”

The Republic’s Ryan Randazzo shows 
how it works in practice.  He asked Tem-
pe City Councilman Kolby Granville 
about the project.  Check this out.

Tempe Councilman Kolby Granville, who 
was recently briefed on the project, said he 
will reserve final judgment on the new plant 
until he sees the completed plans. But he sees 

few drawbacks to the early proposal.

“My understanding is it’s more power with 
less pollution and smaller stacks that look 
less ugly. I really don’t see any downside,” 
he said.

Though Gilbert residents fought SRP’s San-
tan project, Granville believes the Tempe 
plant will be embraced because it is expected 
to be less of an eyesore.

“My hunch is this is going to go as smooth as 
these things can,” he said. “The thing that 
they’re removing looks like something out of 
a post-apocalyptic ‘Mad Max’ movie. And 
the thing that they are adding looks like a 
modern power plant.”

That’s awesome.  The plant comes down 
under either scenario, but the only 
thing that Kolby can see is:  better look-
ing plant, a tad less pollution and more 
power.  He never even considers:  better 
looking plant, 2/3 less pollution and the 
SAME power.

This option provides no additional bene-
fit for Tempe, but a huge benefit for APS.  
After all, the company gets triple the out-
put of a power plant that’s in the middle 
of the city. 

If you want to see how effective the mind 
trick is, check out this next sentence.

Granville does not believe APS will garner 
any city incentives for the project.

Incentives?  Are you kidding me?  Wow, 
Granville has rejected the idea of PAY-
ING APS to build a larger power plant 
inside the Tempe border.  Well, at least 
he’s got that going for him. 

The Tempe elections are coming up,  
but unfortunately Kolby isn’t on the bal-
lot.  Here’s hoping that the new Coun-
cilmen will not be so easily swayed by 
simple tricks. 

After all,  guys like Kolby Granville are 
not the Droids we are looking for. 

Jedi Mind Trick

What Does Mayor Mitchell think 
about the Ocotillo expansion?
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The media like to claim that SB 1070 has 
been “gutted” by the courts.  The most 
recent example comes from the Repub-
lic’s Daniel Gonzalez

But SB 1070 has since been gutted by  
court rulings,

Here’s another example. This time from  
Michael Kiefer.

The omnibus law known as Senate Bill 
1070 was largely gutted by a lawsuit 
brought by the U.S. Department of Justice...

However, Gonzalez also provides us with a 
good summary of what the original law did.

The 2010 law sought to require local police 
to play a major role in immigration enforce-
ment.

Gonzalez is right.  If you ask the sponsors 
what they really wanted to accomplish 
with the law, they will say that they want-
ed to eliminate the “Sanctuary City” pol-

icy in which local law enforcement didn’t 
inquire as to the status of people whom 
they had a reasonable suspicion were in 
the country illegally.

Notice that Gonzalez uses the past tense:  
The 2010 law “sought...”

But that part of the law was UPHELD.

Here’s a how the Republic covered it just 
over two years ago:

Arizona immigration law: Supreme 
Court upholds key portion of Senate 
Bill 1070

The part ruled constitutional is among the 
most controversial of the law’s provisions. It 
requires an officer to make a reasonable at-
tempt to determine the immigration status 
of a person stopped, detained or arrested if 
there’s reasonable suspicion that person is in 
the country illegally.

So why would Gonzalez and Kiefer point 

to a provision that has been upheld and 
claim that the law had been “gutted”?  
Well, it’s possible that they simply don’t 
know that the core of the law has been up-
held and they are simply quoting things 
that they have heard, or seen in the paper. 

The other theory is that since the out-
cry over SB 1070 has died down and the 
world has not ended, they don’t want to 
look like they cried wolf.  After all, the 
paper fomented hysteria about the law 
and now it simply sits on the books.  Ar-
izona hasn’t built gulags; companies are 
still coming here; the Super Bowl is still 
going to be played here.  Life goes on. 

That has to frustrate the reporters who 
claimed that the world was going to end.  
So instead of admitting that they were 
playing the role of Chicken Little....they 
claim that the disaster didn’t occur be-
cause the “law has been gutted.”

Just like they teach you in J school.

Here’s a fun game.  Let’s say that you are writing an article about the legislature’s controversial vote to expand Medicare.  It’s a 
complex issue; the legislature is evenly divided and there are really good arguments on both sides.  The issue has become critical 
in Republican primaries. 

The game is that I want you to write the 
MOST BIASED one sentence description 
that you can.  Then see if you can beat this 
one that Mary Jo Pitzl wrote.

The result of the Aug. 26 primary could de-
termine whether the Legislature hews to an 
agenda driven more by rigid adherence to “tea 
party” principles or to one that weighs issues 
on their merits.

Wow. Good job. The half of 
the Legislature that opposes  
AHCCCS expansion did so because of rig-
id adherence to “tea party” principles. 

The other Legislators weighed the issues on 
“their merits.”

Seriously? 

It’s a great experiment, see if 
you can write a more biased  
sentence and then get back to me.

Gut Check

Pop Quiz: Can YOU write a more biased description?
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Here’s Why I’m Supporting  
Dick Foreman  

for Tempe City Council. 

This ad is paid for by Greg Patterson because I’ve known Dick Foreman for over 20 years and he’s a great guy.  
Plus, David Schapira is in this race too, and I’ve known David for a long time too….and believe me, David 
Schapira is no Dick Foreman.  I mean, seriously, David Schapira on the Tempe City Council?  Give me a break.  
So I would be supporting Dick Foreman anyway, but with Schapira in the race, we are talking about a no brainer 

The Election is August 26th, and it’s going to be hot, so you might 
want to vote early and then go to San Diego or someplace for one 
last weekend trip—but don’t use that as an excuse for not vot-
ing...because you will come back and be all like “dude, I forgot to 
vote, I wonder what happened….” 

 

Served 10 years on the Tempe Union High School District Governing Board.  
 

He was also on the: 
 

· Tempe Community Council 
· Tempe Adult Day Care Center Advisory Board 

· Tempe Arts Commission 
· ASU National Alumni Association Advisory Board 

· Arizona Business Leaders for Education 
· Arizona Business Education Coalition 

 

Plus 
He was Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Arizona Tax Research Association.  

Dick Foreman:  

Here’s Why I’m Supporting 
Dick Foreman

for Tempe City Council.

This ad is paid for by Greg Patterson because I’ve known Dick Foreman for over 20 years and he’s a great guy. Plus, David Schapira 
is in this race too, and I’ve known David for a long time too….and believe me, David Schapira is no Dick Foreman. I mean, 
seriously, David Schapira on the Tempe City Council? Give me a break. So I would be supporting Dick Foreman anyway, but with 
Schapira in the race, we are talking about a no brainer.

The Election is August 26th, and it’s going to be hot, so you might want to vote early and then go to 

San Diego or someplace for one last weekend trip—but don’t use that as an excuse for not voting...

because you will come back and be all like “dude, I forgot to vote, I wonder what happened….”

Dick Foreman:
Served 10 years on the 

Tempe Union High School District Governing Board
He was also on the:

• Tempe Community Council
• Tempe Adult Day Care Center Advisory Board

• Tempe Arts Commission
• ASU Nationals Alumni Association Advisory Board

• Arizona Business Leaders for Education
• Arizona Business Education Coalition

Plus 
He was Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 

Arizona Tax Reasearch Association


