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About the Author 
Greg Patterson served two terms in the Arizona House 
of Representatives; he is also the former Director of 
the Residential Utility Consumer Office and former 
Chief of Staff for the State Senate.  In 2008, Greg was 
elected to the Governing Board of the Maricopa County 
Hospital and resigned that position when Governor 
Brewer appointed him to the Board of Regents. Greg is a 
CPA and Attorney.  All of the opinions in this newsletter 
are Greg’s personal opinions and do not represent the 
opinions of his clients….or even his friends and family 
for that matter.

In this issue, I ask Senate President Andy Biggs and House 
Speaker Andy Tobin to tell us the five most important 
accomplishments of the recently-adjourned legislative 
session.

I ask Gubernatorial candidate Christine Jones about her 
race…and about those crazy commercials. 

Former Senate Majority Leader Rusty Bowers is running 
for the House—a job he first held 22 years ago--and  I ask 
him if it’s like going back to high school.  I’ve also included 
a couple of never-before-released family shots in the article 
just for fun.  

The Homebuilders hosted a debate of the six Republican 
Gubernatorial candidates.  They asked me to moderate and 
I think you will enjoy a sample of the candidate’s remarks 
plus a picture or two.  The debate didn’t get much local 
coverage, but the London-based Economist had an article 
about it….don’t get me started on the local media.

Speaking of local media, you might enjoy reading about 
“The Hypocrite of the Year”.  You’ve probably seen all 
those stories on Channel 5 about “Holding the Powerful 

Accountable.”   The stories focus on “special interests” 
and their influence on the Legislature.  Well guess what, 
Ed Munson, who is the General Manager of Channel 5 is 
also the incoming Chairman of the Phoenix Chamber of 
Commerce….which is, of course, an association of special 
interests that try to influence the Legislature.

Remember the 5 Cs?  No this isn’t about your kid’s report 
card, it’s about the industries that built Arizona.  They’ve 
been immortalized on the State Seal and you may not know 
that Copper still remains an important state industry.  In 
the center spread,  I have coverage of Mining Day at the 
Capitol. 

Next I chat with the state’s most successful RINO hunter-
-that’s Republican In Name Only for you non-junkies.  
Constantin Querard has done more to shape the Arizona 
Legislature than all of the other consultants who you have 
also never heard of…combined. 

Finally, I exercise an editor’s privilege and use the back page 
to tell you why I’m supporting Dick Foreman for the Tempe 
City Council.

Welcome to the Arizona Political Report. 

Governor Candidate 
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Senate President  
Andy Biggs

House Speaker  
Andy Tobin
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About Christine….

Christine Jones is the former Executive Vice 
President, General Counsel & Corporate 
Secretary for Go Daddy Operating 
Company LLC.

Christine made it a priority to establish 
Go Daddy as a leader in the fight to make 
the Internet better and safer for users, 
particularly children. She has testified 
numerous times before U.S. Congressional 
Committees in Washington, D.C. about 
various issues related to the Internet. She 
also helped drive federal Internet-related 
legislation, including laws to keep the Web 
safe from child predators and rogue online 
pharmacies. For example, she helped push 
through bills such as the Ryan Haight 
Online Pharmacy Consumer Protection 
Act, the Protect Our Children Act, and 
the Keeping the Internet Devoid of Sexual 
Predators Act. These bills were signed into 
law by President Bush in October 2008 
and have been used by law enforcement 
and others to shut down illegal online 
drug sellers and to prosecute online child 
predators.

Prior to Go Daddy, Christine worked for 
a Phoenix law firm focusing primarily on 
commercial litigation. Before entering 
private practice, Christine worked for the 
Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office. 
She spent time in a variety of departments, 
including stints in Compton, the Special 
Investigations Division, and the Hard Core 
Gang Division.

Christine has been a guest lecturer at a 
variety of law schools, graduate business 
schools, colleges and universities, and high 
schools, including Stanford University, 
The University of Virginia, Arizona State 
University, Santa Clara University, Whittier 
Law School, and many others. She is a 
published author and served as Editor-In-
Chief of the Whittier Law Review.

In addition, Christine stays involved in 
many volunteer and charitable projects. 
She serves on the board of directors for 
her church as well as multiple non-profit 
organizations. She does a significant 
amount of pro-bono legal work, mentors 
young women on a variety of subjects, and 
can routinely be found teaching students 
about the dangers of the Internet.

Christine enjoys singing the National 
Anthem at military events and singing 
with her church praise team on Sunday 
mornings. She resides in Phoenix with her 
husband, Gary Jones, a retired Air Force 
officer who runs the AFJROTC program 
at a local high school

Where would you say you land on the political 
spectrum?  For example, Social conservative/
Fiscal moderate.

I am a proud and unapologetic conservative. 

How does your background prepare you to be 
governor?

I have a unique blend of life experiences that 
make me distinctly qualified to lead Arizona at 

this specific point in time. I am a CPA, I spent 
many years practicing law, and I helped grow a 
startup into an international, multibillion-dollar 
company. But I think perhaps one of the things 
that qualifies me the most and the reason why 
people really encouraged me to run for Governor, 
is that I spent a decade focused on policy 
development in Washington. I was able to push 
through policy while Congress was at a compete 
standstill and I was able to find groups of people 
who agreed on issues that needed to be advanced, 
despite the fact that Congress was doing nothing 
but fighting with each other. My track record at 
Go Daddy has really encouraged people about my 
ability to get things done, despite the odds being 
stacked against me.  

Who is your favorite Arizona Elected Official, 
past or present?

Arizona has had many great leaders in our history, 
but I think I’m going to have to go with the first 
“Governor Jones”, Governor Paul Jones Fannin. 
He was a businessman and established Arizona as 
a leader in economic development, which is one of 
the things I intend to do. 

I’m not very hip to popular culture--which 
is why I use words like “hip”--but I’ve seen a 
few Go Daddy commercials on You Tube and 
well...there seem to be a lot of beaver puns.  Do 
you think that might put off voters who are 
perhaps older or view that type of humor as 
denigrating women?

I get asked a lot at about Go Daddy ads. The truth 
is, I didn’t particularly like those ads. They were 
controversial and edgy and I spent a huge amount 
of time arguing with people about whether they 
were appropriate. But, in the grand scheme of 

things, they were pretty 
harmless. The important 
thing to know is those 
ads were very successful. 
They helped the company 
create thousands of jobs 
and contribute hundred 
of millions of dollars to 
the Arizona economy. 
That success enabled 
me to devote my time 
to developing policies to 
make the Internet a better 
and safer place, especially 
for children. I’m very, very 
proud of that work.

I’m sure you are aware 
that in the recent 
fiscal downturn, 
Governor Brewer 
requested legislators 
to put a temporary 1 
cent sales tax on the 
ballot. They did put the 
increase on the ballot 
and it was approved by 
voters. Would you have 
done the same and if 
not, what would your 
solution to the budget 
shortfall have been?

I was the first candidate 
in this race to sign ATR’s 
Taxpayer Protection 
Pledge to not raise taxes 
on Arizonans. In fact, it’s 

my intention to reduce taxes on our hardworking 
men and women. The way to do that is to make 
Arizona even more competitive with other states 
by creating a tax code and business climate that 
will bring more corporate headquarters to our 
state. More jobs leads to more taxpayers, which 
leads to lower taxes for everyone.

In the 2013 Legislative session Governor 
Brewer joined with the Democratic caucus 
and a handful of Republican legislators in 
order to increase AHCCCS eligibility. Would 
you have done the same?

I would have done it a little bit differently. I 
would have put absolute limits on the number of 
days able-bodied people could be on the benefit 
and have an absolute number of Arizonans who 
could draw down this benefit because we know 
the federal funds are going to start to gradually 
go away. We have a sunset provision that says we 
have to kick some people off the program and we 
know it’s really hard to take a benefit away once 
you give it, so I would have handled the situation 
a little bit differently. 

What would be your priorities as governor?  

First, economic development is key to the ongoing 
growth of our state. Arizona needs to empower 
the private sector, not hinder it. We must return to 
the basic conservative truth that growing existing 
businesses while attracting new business to our 
state is fundamental to economic growth. We 
need to develop policy to simplify our tax code 
and to shorten and streamline our regulatory 
approvals, making Arizona more attractive to 
business. In addition, we should be competing 
more aggressively to attract businesses from out 

An Interview with Christine Jones
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An Interview with Christine Jones (Continued)
of state. I am ready to look CEOs in the eye and make it clear why Arizona 
is the best place for them. 

Second, I will fight for excellence in education. Learning is fundamental to 
success and excellence in education is critical to Arizona’s future. While we’ve 
seen that Arizona ranks somewhere between 44th and 47th out of the 50 
states in education, quite a few of our schools are doing it right. We need to 
repeat and implement their standards – standards for each school, for teachers, 
for students and even for parents. We have unique educational challenges, but 
we have the top models and best people to meet those challenges right here 
in Arizona.

Third, I support the enforcement of immigration law. That will have an 
immediate impact on border security. Immigration is a complex and multi-
faceted issue. It has economic, educational, homeland security, and citizenship 
ramifications on both a national and state level. Unfortunately, the federal 
government has failed on all these issues, so Arizona will need to lead the way. 

How about immigration, would you have signed SB 1070? How about 
Driver’s Licenses for dreamers, would you support that?

After years of court wrangling, the SB1070 of today is not what was passed 
by the legislature years ago. Immigration is the single-most common question 
I’m asked on the campaign trail. Until we secure the border, no discussion 
on immigration is worth having. Border security must be our top priority. 

Fortunately, one skill set that sets me apart is my practiced understanding of 
technology. I clearly see how the use of technology can immediately impact 
border security. There are ways, using readily available technologies, to 
monitor our borders, to know who is coming in and out, and to protect our 
citizens. 

Is Economic Development a legitimate role of Government and if so, can 
you take just a few words and tell us what the most effective economic 
development tool is.  You might for example say “reduce regulation” 
or “cut taxes” or “improve education” or “public private partnerships”, 
“Fiscal Stimulus” or “Barry Broome.”

Government doesn’t create jobs, but the government sets the tone for the 
private sector to create jobs. The most important thing the government can 
do with respect to economic development is to get out of the way of the 
private sector. And Barry Broome is a pretty effective economic development 
tool as well! 

What would you like your legacy as governor to be?

My goal is to make Arizona a leader among states and to leave a legacy 
of economic development, excellence in education, and enforcement of 
immigration laws. 

Scottsdale Mayor Jim Lane used the net proceeds of his State of the City Luncheon in order to support a Scottsdale Charity that helps poor and elderly 
Scottsdale residents who are unable to maintain their homes.  Operation Fix It uses the funds in order to buy materials and supplies and then coordinates 
volunteers who fix unsafe conditions and code violations.  Last year Operation Fix It helped about 120 families get their homes in compliance with local 
building and safety codes.

Mayor Lane Raises $22,000 for Operation Fix It.

Scottsdale Mayor Jim Lane and Scottsdale Business Development Forum President Mark Dewane present a $22,000 check to Operation Fix It Program 
Manager Michelle Bruce-Holmes.
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1) Budget

The budget signed into law was balanced for the upcoming year, even with 
$426 million in General Fund spending above FY 14. We also didn’t touch 
the $454 million in the Rainy Day Fund. The new money went to areas 
of highest priority, with 72% of the new money going to K-12, Higher 
Education and Child Protective Services. K-12 spending increased by nearly 
4% above the 2014 budget.

2) The budget process

We moved the first budget out of the Senate in mid-March, and it was on the 
Governor’s desk in early April. Not only was the budget moved swiftly, it was 
one of the most transparent budget processes, with three public hearings in 
the Senate and House, weekly meetings with Democratic leadership, regular 
meetings with Senate, House and the Governor’s office and one-on-one 
and small group meetings with Senators. There were extended debates on 
the Floor. In the end, it was a budget supported by all 17 members of the 
Republican Caucus in the Senate.

3) CPS reform

After the revelation of thousands of cases not being investigated, the 
State needed to do something to try to fix Child Protective Services. The 
Legislature’s response: $86 million increase in state funding for CPS, $20 
million for the creation of a new Department of Child Safety and Family 
Services, money for CPS to hire 242 new caseworkers, and 20 new employees 
for the Office of Child Welfare Investigation. And the commitment to child 
safety is not something new. In the past five years, the Legislature has added 
more than $300 million to CPS, a 67% increase.

4) Transportation funding

During the recession, the State pulled money out of the Highway User 
Revenue Fund and used it for helping fund the Department of Public Safety. 
With roads deteriorating throughout our state, and especially in rural areas, 
it was time to restore the money to HURF. Our first attempt to fully restore 
the money was not successful, but we were able to begin the transition, and 
bring tens of millions of dollars back into the fund.

5) A quick, effective session with civility

After the tumultuous, ugly session of 2013, many predicted angry and hurt 
feelings would remain and the 2014 session would be just as bitter. Instead, 
leadership and Members of both caucus in the Senate and House were able 
to work together for the people of Arizona. We were out in 101 days, and had 
plenty of good public policy to show for it. 

President Biggs on the Five Biggest Accomplishments  
of the Legislative Session

4   ·   For additional Commentary go to www.espressopundit.com  ·  To subscribe go to www.ArizonaPoliticalReport.com



Highway User Revenue Fund (2015 Budget)

Re-assigning about $120 million of HURF’s 
roughly $1 billion in revenues each year in order 
to shore up other key areas of the budget has been 
a part of the budgeting process since 2002. The 
year  2015 marks the first year that the Legislature 
decided to restore some of that $120 million back 
to HURF so communities, especially rural ones, 
can catch up on deferred road maintenance and 
needed improvements.

The 2015 budget allocates $30 million back to 
HURF. In 2016 the budget anticipates restoring 
another $30 million. And by 2017 the budget 
projects restoring $60 million to HURF, for a 
total of $120 million over the three-year period.

Rural communities are particularly sensitive to 
HURF, and $120 million over the next three 
years will help towns rebuild their infrastructure 
and it will create jobs in rural areas of Arizona.

K-12 Education (2015 Budget)

For fiscal year 2015 the General Fund budget 
increases education funding by an additional $189 
million, which excludes a 2014 supplemental of 
$47 million. So in all, more than $235 million 
was added to K-12 education for the year. This 
increase followed restoration of more than $200 
million to education in fiscal years 2013 and 
2014.

As of the 2015 budget, the K-12 education portion 
of the General Fund budget is only $130 million 
lower than its 2008 peak of $3.9 billion, when 
a Democrat held the governorship, the Great 
Recession had not hit the economy and the K-12 
student population was nearly the same - there 
were only 32,000 fewer student in 2009 than 
2013. 

More specifically, the 2015 budget appropriates $8 
million to fund the transition from the AIMS test 
to a new assessment. The state’s new assessment 
does not become fully implemented until 2017, 
and until then the AIMS test will continue to be 
used.

In addition, the Legislature gave $2 million to 
Joint Technology Education Districts, or JTEDs, 
which offer technical training and certification 
in conjunction with business, industry and 
communities.

Reforming CPS (2015 Budget)

The House has just passed a 2014 budget 
that increased funding for the Department of 
Children, Youth and Families, which functions 
primarily as CPS, to $680 million, $130 million 
more than what was budgeted in 2012. 

The 2015 budgets increase spending for CPS 
by nearly $60 million. The House expects that 
sometime in May it will be back for a special 
session to adopt recommendations and provide 
the necessary funding to finalize a plan to reform 
CPS. 

Human Trafficking (HB 2454)

The goal of this legislation is to broaden and 
clarify the penalties associated with human 
trafficking and child prostitution, so that the 
harshest penalties are imposed on perpetrators 
of these kinds of crimes.  Arizona remains at the 
forefront of the fight against human trafficking.

The legislation puts Arizona on the cutting edge 
of the human trafficking issue. Specifically, it 
broadens the definition of human trafficking 
to include racketeering and increases penalties 
for drawing a child into prostitution. It also 
clarifies the definitions 
of trafficking and child 
prostitution so that law 
enforcement agencies 
can target the culprits 
behind trafficking and 
child prostitution, not 
its victims. Without this 
legislation, victims are 
treated like the criminals 
who coerced them into 
prostitution.

It also adds an additional 
aggravating circumstance 
to the crime of child 
prostitution if the victim 
came from a shelter for 
runaway youth, foster 
children, homeless persons 
or abused persons. The 
legislation also establishes 
the human trafficking 
victim assistance fund.

Increasing commerce 
with Mexico

In 2015 a House 
delegation, led by Speaker 
Tobin, made its second 
trip to Mexico City to broaden Arizona economic 
ties with Mexican businesses and government 
officials. Over the last 10 years Arizona’s 
commerce with Mexico has more than doubled 
reaching over $14 billion as of 2013, according to 
the US Census Bureau.

The first trip in September of 2013 included 
Democrats and Republicans. The second trip 
in March 2014 was also bipartisan and included 
council members from the city of Phoenix; city 
and state officials have decided to collaborate on 
re-opening a trade office in Mexico City. The 
original office was closed in 2011 due to budget 
cuts.

Breast Cancer Notification (SB 1225)

Beginning October 1, 2014, SB 1225 requires a 
health care institution or facility that performs 
mammography examinations to include a notice 
to women that the accuracy of test results is 
reduced as tissue density increases. SB 1225 
heightens early detection efforts, when the cancer 
is likely to be smaller and confined to the breast.

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer 
death in females in the United States, according 
to a report published by the Arizona Department 
of Health Services. Nationwide, breast cancer 
kills nearly 40,000 women annually. In Arizona, 
more than 3,500 women are diagnosed with 
breast cancer each year. 

Approximately 50 percent of women undergoing 
mammography screening are classified as having 
either heterogeneously dense or extremely 
dense breast. The sensitivity of mammography, 
however, is reduced as background breast tissue 

density increases. When mammography is the 
only screening test performed, detection decreases 
by 10 to 20 percent for women with dense breasts. 

Having information about breast cancer, tissue 
density and detection limitations can save lives. 

Since 1989 early detection efforts have helped to 
save more than 2.8 million women.

Teenage Suicide Prevention (HB 2605)

Allows certificated teachers and administrators to 
count suicide awareness and prevention training 
programs as continuing education credits.

In Arizona, suicide is the second leading cause of 
death for people ages 10-19. While some of these 
suicides occur without any outward warning, 
most people who are suicidal do give warnings. 
Educators play an important role in recognizing 
the warning signs and knowing what to do to 
support at-risk students and their families.

Yuma Veteran Homes (2015 Budget)

The 2015 budget appropriated $9.2 million to 
help in the construction of a 60 to 90 bed Veteran 
Home in Yuma. Under partnership with the 
Federal VA, State veteran homes are built by a 
65% - 35% match with the State paying 35% of 
the construction cost and the VA paying 65%. 

By placing a State veteran home in Yuma, the 
Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services will be 
able to further advance its plan to provide more 
services to the estimated 20-thousand veterans in 
and around the Yuma region.

Currently, there are only two such facilities in 
the state – one in Phoenix and one in Tucson. 
The Arizona Department of Veterans Services 
had considered building such a home in Flagstaff, 
Kingman or Yuma – eventually deciding Yuma 
needed the facility the most.

Speaker Tobin on the Five Biggest Accomplishments  
of the Legislative Session
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Constantin Querard is Arizona’s most 
successful RINO Hunter.  If you wonder 
why the Arizona Legislature is down to 
only a handful of moderates, you need 
look no further than Constantin.  He has 
a degree in engineering from the Colorado 
School of Mines, and a graduate degree 
from Thunderbird.  I recently had a chance 
to talk to him about this election cycle.

Greg:  Let’s discuss some key races, what’s 
going to happen this cycle, Governor.  You are 
consulting for Senator Melvin.  Why do you 
have “Melvin for Governor” as a client? 

CQ: Al Melvin is a longtime client; I’ve worked 
with Al for a number of years.  When we were 
down in Tucson and weren’t supposed to have 
any chance at all of beating Toni Hellon and did.  
We weren’t supposed to have any chance at all of 
beating Pete Hershberger and we did.  And “oh a 
conservative will never win in that district” and 
he did.  He wanted to run for governor because 
he had issues he wanted to talk about.  You look 
at the field and realize no one is going to talk 
about these issues.  He understands that Vegas 
does not have him as an early favorite on the line 
but it’s going to be a crowded race and a crowded 
field and if he’s the 
one talking about 
these issues.  If these 
issues resonate then 
he has a chance 
of winning.  I’ve 
known Al and 
he’s a quality guy.  
When you look at 
the field he would 
actually be the best 
governor, which is 
always nice.  Now 
you’re supposed to 
say that, but in this 
case I actually think 
he would be the best 
governor.  

Greg:  So let’s say 
he’s out of the race 
for some reason, 
how do you handicap the race from there?

CQ: Fair question, maybe it’s my bias because I 
do it professionally, but I can see a path of victory 
for virtually everyone in the race.  Really the only 
person I assumed would get out was Hallman 

because there was no political base, geographic 
base, demographic base, nothing.  Christine Jones 
– plenty of money and the only female candidate.  
I mean, that’s worth probably 15 percent just for 
showing up.  As long as you’re credible, there’s 
a general advantage there.  Ducey – plenty of 

money and will 
probably benefit 
from Independent 
Expenditures (IEs) 
the size of which 
we cannot know 
but will probably 
be more substantial 
than his own 
campaign accounts.  
Bennett has name 
ID and I assume 
he is counting on 
an IE effort.  It just 
doesn’t make sense 
that someone who 
has been running 
for governor for 
three and a half 
years never bothered 
to put together a 

finance committee--particularly because he starts 
as a frontrunner if not the frontrunner.  He has 
a base around the state.  Him running clean was 
probably the biggest surprise to me and it only 
makes sense if he thinks there’s help coming, 
otherwise there’s not enough money.  Smith gets 

to run as the leftie of the group, that’s not me 
saying he would be the leftie of the group, but 
he’s comfortable over there and he will be able 
to raise a good amount of money as well.  Andy 
Thomas won’t have a lot of money but again, in a 
split field, should have a fairly passionate base of 

voters.  If you’re just trying to figure out how to 
get to 23 percent, arguably, any of those people 
could get to 23 percent.  

Greg:  Let’s move on to Congress, CD9.  We’ve 
just heard that Kyrsten Sinema is going to 
stay, is she vulnerable in that district?  Walter 
or Rogers, who is your candidate?

CQ: I would favor Rogers, I think she’s working 
really hard and she’s actually done really 

Constantin Querard on the Election….
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impressively in terms of her fund raising.  I would 
give her the advantage over Walter.  I’m not in the 
district but I have a sense that whatever Walter 
is doing is not really catching on.  They had a 
change of their campaign folks, I don’t know if 
they hired new ones or just swapped out some of 
their old ones, I don’t even know who is running 
his race at this point.

Greg:  Do you think Sinema is vulnerable?

CQ:  I think she probably is vulnerable or she 
wouldn’t have given such a long look to CD7.  
Either she realized that that district will always 
be vulnerable depending on the national mood or 
she’s really tired of posing as a moderate and if she 
moved to seven she could go hog wild and be as 
liberal as she actually is without having to always 
be so careful with her votes. 

Greg: Voting with Republicans for example on 
health care reform?

CQ:  Yeah, I mean that has to bother her and she 
would rather just let herself go.

Greg: So what happens in CD7?

CQ:  There will probably be seven to ten crazy 
lefties who run and the bad news is one of those 
crazy lefties is going to win while the good news is 
six to nine of those crazy lefties are going to lose. 
And they may all be replaced in their offices by 
equally crazy lefties but as a partisan Republican, 
any time you can have a number of ambitious left 
wing democrats collide in a single location and 
only one survives, that’s good news.

Greg: So what about the legislative races?  I 
have argued, and you have read about it, that 
Clean Elections is really what have powered 
conservatives.  Do you agree with that?

CQ:  Yes, it has been very good for conservatives.  
It has been less and less useful because the financial 
disparity grows and grows, so there are only a few 
cases when you would still use it, but now in a lot 
of cases you just don’t.  What conservatives are 
going to have to do now is become much more 
organized financially and be prepared to step 
up and support candidates because it was largely 
conservatives who wanted Clean Elections gone 
and I hope that they are aware, now that they 
have been largely successful at that, that they have 
an obligation to the cause to step up and replace 
the source of funding for good candidates because 
you still want good conservatives to run for office.

CQ:  As clients, I had 27 legislators in 2012.  The 

new maps kind of took a shot at us so I think I’m 
down to 22 or something like that.  But I would 
say I can’t name them all, because over the years 
we’ve helped folks who are no longer in office like 
Jim Weiers, Ted Vogt or folks like that.  Or Jerry 
Weiers who is now Mayor in Glendale.

Greg: I hadn’t realized it was that many

CQ:  There was a Cap Times article after 
2012 that said I had four fewer seats than the 
Democrats, or I was six votes from being speaker, 
or something like that.

Greg: So what are the key races this year?

CQ:  They’re not all mine but obviously on the 
Senate side the Heap-Worsley race matters a lot

Greg: What happens there?

CQ:  The issues favor Heap, the dollars favor 
Worsley

Greg: What’s another front and center race?

CQ:  Dial-Morissey is probably another big 
Senate race.  Right now I think Dial, if I had to 
predict a winner, I would predict Dial but there 
is a lot of grassroots anger there that Morissey has 
the ability to benefit from. But Jeff works really 
hard.

Greg: How about the House seats?

CQ:  I guess another Senate race will be Barb 
McGuire’s seat, a Democrat seat which is one the 
Republicans should’ve had last time and hopefully 
will this time.  That’s  Coolidge,  Florence and  I 
think a fair amount of Pinal county.  It’s a district 
where registration is probably two point to the 
Democrats and performance is probably two 
points to the Republicans.  That was one where 
we were outspent by about $200,000 to $0 on the 
IE side in 2012.

Greg: So who is in the Republican lead?

CQ:  It’s a four-way primary right now.  So we 
don’t know but there aren’t too many districts on 

the map for either party where you can look at it 
and say they could switch it.  I mean, McGuire’s 
Senate seat, Ethan Orr’s House seat, Eric Meyer’s 
House seat.  I mean beyond that there’s nothing 
obvious

Greg: More predictions:   Secretary of State – 
any idea?

CQ:  Cardon in the Republican primary and 
probably in the general but obviously that race 

just got a lot more expensive when Goddard got 
in.  Are you allowed to have two campaigns going 
at the same time?

Greg: I don’t think so, why?

CQ:  Because Goddard’s ‘94 Governor’s 
committee is still open, that’s been open forever.  

Greg: Yeah, I’m not sure that’s a real issue…..

CQ:  I was just thinking if you’re running for 
Secretary of State, you might know that rule.

Greg: Corporation Commission, you got 
anyone in mind?

CQ:  No, it’s a crowded field and at this point I 
would say probably Forese and Little are the best 
conservative team. I would not be inclined to 
support too many of the others.

Greg: Hallman takes Treasurer?

CQ:  Pullen

Greg: Pullen takes Treasurer?

CQ:  I don’t know what DeWit is willing to 
spend and there is always room for someone 
who is willing to spend freely, but it’s going to 
be a very crowded marketplace out there, a lot 
of clutter, a lot of noise.  With governor races 
and congressional primaries and all the IEs?  So 
someone like Jeff DeWitt could break through 
but he’d have to really spend.  Again Hallman 
has the same problem as in the Governor’s race 
– nice guy, smart guy, well respected but no 
demographic or geographic base. 

Greg:  McSally and Barber?

CQ:  I think McSally wins that race

Greg: What happens in the Kirkpatrick race? 
You’ve got Tobin, Kwasman, and that other 
guy I don’t know

CQ:  Keihne.  Tough to predict, Tobin and 
Kwasman are going to be tearing the skin off each 
other which creates an opening for someone like 

Gary to kind of come in above 
the fray.  I think there is some 
genuine bad blood between 
Andy and Adam.  I don’t know 
how much Adam is going to be 
able to raise because he needs a 
certain amount to be effective.  
But, again, Kirkpatrick is 
probably vulnerable to any of 
the three.  

Greg: Which congressional 
seat is going to be most likely 
to flip?

CQ:  Most likely to flip is 
Barber’s seat because that’s 
actually a Republican seat by 
the numbers 

Greg:  are you working on 
any other races?

CQ: Plenty, one of the most interesting is 
Michael Auerbach who is running the open seat 
on Scottsdale City Council.  His opponents are 
Jennifer Petersen—who is closely aligned with 
the teacher’s union and Kathy Littlefield who is 
supported by the police union. 

Greg:  Thank you for taking the time.  It’s 
always a pleasure talking to you. 

Constantin Interview (Continued)
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PHOENIX, AZ (April 10, 2014) – More than 500 attendees, including 
Arizona legislators and their staff, state agency staff and mining company 
representatives attended the Arizona Mining Association’s (AMA) and 
Arizona Rock Products Association’s (ARPA) Mining Day at the Capitol. 
There were also four area schools visiting the Capitol and included the 
outdoor mining equipment exhibit in their tours.

The size and scope of the equipment, tools and displays was a mountain-sized 
visible impact to visitors demonstrating how significant mining is in Arizona. 
Freeport McMoRan with the help of Empire-Cat brought in a huge 777 Off-
highway Mining Truck, 988 Wheel Loader, two 797 Tires, and simulators 
for visitors to test drive a haul truck and loader. ASARCO LLC brought 
in the Copper Triangle Exhibit. Other mining vehicles on display included 
a McNeilus Ready Mix Truck, CEMEX Cement Truck Simulator, CTI 
Powder Hauler, Atlas Copco Drill Rig, FNF Paver, Flaska P400 Telehandler 
and Utility Truck, and Enterprise Truck Rentals Decked out Safety Truck.

In addition to the equipment, attendees could also view and pick up 
information provided by a host of informational displays from ASARCO 
LLC, Carlota Copper Company, Energy Fuels, Florence Copper, Freeport-

McMoRan Copper & Gold, Golden Vertex, Rosemont Copper, Granite 
Construction, Gruvedrift Enterprises, Resolution Copper, Agate Inc., Atlas 
Copco, CEMEX, Drake Aggregates, Drake Materials, Fisher Industries, Salt 
River Materials Group, Southwestern Scale, Arizona State Mine Inspector, 
Empire-Cat, Boys Scouts of America, University of Arizona Department 
of Mining and Geological Engineering, Arizona Mining Association, and 
Arizona Rock Products Association.

“This was the first year that a mining appreciation event has been held at the 
Capitol”, said Kelly Norton, President of the Arizona Mining Association. In 
2012, AMA member companies produced approximately 65% of the nation’s 
newly-mined copper, along with significant amounts of associated valuable 
co-products (e.g., gold, silver, selenium, tellurium and molybdenum).

“The products produced through mining have a positive economic and 
strategic effect for our state and our nation,” she said. “In 2012, the mining 
industry had a direct and indirect employment totaling 52,100 jobs. Of that 
total, 12,100 were direct mining employees. The mining industry had an 
estimated direct and indirect impact on the Arizona economy of nearly $5 
billion.”

In addition to copper, silver and gold, AMA members also are engaged in 
the mining of coal, uranium and strategic mineral resources, and make 
significant contributions to the Arizona economy as a result of those activities. 
Historically, copper is one of Arizona’s five C’s driving the state’s economy, 
along with Cotton, Climate, Cattle and Citrus, bringing residents, visitors 
and jobs to the state.

About the AMA

Founded in 1965, AMA is a non-profit business league comprised of entities 
engaged in metal mining, mineral exploration, development, and production 
of copper, molybdenum, coal, uranium, gold, silver and other valuable 
minerals in Arizona. The AMA represents 28 mining-related companies 
and 12 consulting and legal firms that have operations or offices in Arizona. 
One of the main priorities of the AMA is to represent its members in the 
development of federal and state regulations which affect mining interests in 
Arizona.

For more, visit www.azmining.org.

Hundreds attend Mining Day at the Capitol
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Speaker Andy Tobin talking to U of A Mining 
and Geological Engineering Students

Senator Steve Pierce driving a haul truck in the Freeport McMoRan Simulator

Rep. Frank Pratt and Rep. TJ Shope in front 
of a Freeport McMoRan Loader

Hard Rock and Sand & Gravel Mining 
Companies Talked to visitors about the 
importance of mining in our state

Corporation Commissioner Burns, AZ Mining 
Assoc. Pres. Kelly Norton, and AZ Chamber 
Pres. Glenn Hamer

Rep. David Gowan driving the haul truck

State Mine Inspector Joe Hart talking to 
former Rep. Randy Graff now with Rosemont 
Copper Company

 Over 500 attendees enjoyed a miners lunchMining Companies of all types brought  
equipment to showcase to the public

CEMEX Ready Mixed Concrete Truck 
provided by Brian Krauss sits in front of a 
paving machine provided by Lee Hulbert of 
FNF Construction

Rock Crusher provided by Carol Fellars of 
Reuter Equipment sits on display in front of 
the State Capitol

Mining Drill Rig – Provided by Greg Ayers of 
Atlas Copco
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The Homebuilders of Central Arizona and the Arizona Rock Products Association hosted a debate featuring the six 
Republican candidates for Governor. Homebuilders’ Director Connie Wilhelm and ARPA Director Steve Trussell 
asked me to moderate the debate and I thought all the candidates did a great job.  The debate was long, so I can’t really 
transcribe it, but I did get a transcript of the candidates’  closing remarks. I think that they provide a good summary 
of why each candidate believes they deserve your vote.

Doug Ducey

I want to thank you because 
retail follows housing,  so your 
success has been the success 
of Cold Stone Creamery, 
and I really look at my job 
as making you successful in 
what you are doing.  When 
you look at Arizona I think 
that this is our pride in terms 
of industry.  What you do is 
equivalent to finance in New 
York, oil and gas in Texas, and 
movie making in California.  
This has driven our economy forward and I want to make it continue to 
drive our economy forward.  If you want to judge anyone in this race, 

judge by their real world experience.  My company was Cold Stone and 
we built it to 14,040 ice cream stores operating in all 50 states.  I sold 
Cold Stone Creamery in 2007 and ran for State Treasurer.  As State 
Treasurer by any measure of good management our total finances are in 
better condition and growing more quickly than they were before.  As 
treasurer, I stepped forward and stopped a one billion dollar quoted tax 
sales increase that would have crippled our economy. And last year for a 
change, their taxes actually went down.  I will start off where I left off on 
Prop 204 by getting rid of any unnecessary taxes and regulations.  We 
will start by reducing the income tax with the goal of driving it all the 
way down to zero and getting rid of the prime contractor tax.  Thank 
you for having me.

Christine Jones

The truth is, there are really 
good people sitting on this 
platform and they all care 
immensely about Arizona 
and her future.  Here’s what I 
would ask that you do – when 
you decide who you’re going 
to support for governor, do 
it with honesty and integrity.  
Do it by picking the person 
who you think will make the 
best governor for this state, for 
this time, and this place.  Not 

because they are supported by the establishment, not because they have 
been in office the longest, not because they have the most grey hair or 
the least grey hair, but the person that you believe, in your heart, will 
make the best governor for Arizona.  If you vote based on your love for 
this state I believe that together we can make Arizona, among the grand 
galaxy of states, the brightest star in the union. I am Christine Jones, I’m 
running for governor and I would love your support.  Thank you.

Frank Riggs

Well ladies and gentlemen, 
thank you for hanging in 
there.  I am Frank Riggs and 
I am running for governor 
to fix things.  I’ll be 64 in 
September, I am blessed with 
great health, I will be in great 
shape because I work real hard 
at it, but I am not running 
because I want a long term 
career in politics, I thought 
politics was in my past.  I 
am running to make a real 
difference, to set a new tone 

and a new direction for Arizona with your help and support.  I believe 
in the parable of the Faithful Servant – to whom much has been given, 
much is expected, and to whom much has been entrusted, much more 
will be required.  I will be a servant leader of the people; I will lead with 
humility and integrity, I will be an open, visible accessible and inclusive 
governor, and I ask for your vote and your support.  Frank Riggs – my 
website is riggsforazgov.com.  Thank you.

Republican Candidates Face Off
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Al Melvin

I want to thank each and 
every one of you for coming 
here today and for all of 
the private sector jobs that 
you provide for people here 
in Arizona.  I know that, 
together, through leadership 
and vision and integrity, we 
can make our state the most 
vibrant and successful state 
out of the 50.  There are 
many things that I have put 
forward to the Electorate. 

Specific, detailed plans and I want to add one more here, taking 
advantage of our forum.  My background is international trade and 
transportation.  The state of Sonora in Mexico is blessed with some 
naturally deep water north of San Carlos and I have been working 
with the Governor of that Mexican state as well as reaching out to the 
President of Mexico for Mexico to build a state-of-the-art deep water 
port North of Guaymas that would create hundreds of thousands of 
great jobs for their people.  Why would anyone risk dying in our desert 
for a cheap job when they can have a great job at home?  This would 
also create hundreds of thousands of jobs on our side via a gateway to 
the world for our coal, our copper concentrate, and potash. These are 
specific detailed things that will guarantee our prosperous future.  My 
website is votealmelvin.com, I am a clean elections candidate; I have no 
strings attached to me. I ask you to check out that website and follow 
me on Twitter and Facebook.  Thank you.

Ken Bennett

The one word I most closely 
associate leadership with is 
service.  When I am your 
governor I will make sure 
everything we do in the state 
government makes the jobs of 
local government easier and 
better, makes the jobs and the 
challenges in the private sector 
easier to move forward grow 
and be successful. If I do my 
job right, when I find myself 
in leadership positions, I 

measure that by whether those around me can do their jobs easier because 
of how I am serving them. As Al said, I am a clean elections candidate 
as well.  My website is bennettarizona.com and I will close with one 
thought: I am sure not all of us here in the audience are Republicans but 
if you’re focused on the Republican primary, which will be August 26, 
probably the most important day is August 27th because whoever wins, 
we need to come together, and I pledge to do that, to make sure that 
person can lead this state forward under conservative principles, under 
business principles, under the kinds of things you have been hearing 
about today.  As important as August 26th is, August 27th is even more 
important.  Thank you.

Scott Smith

You know, this is the ultimate job interview, and I know this is a campaign, but really, it’s a job interview.  You 
are choosing the next CEO of this state and this is a big interview.  Think about what you would do if you 
were interviewing for a leader of your company.  You would look at their resume, you would take that resume 
and look at the relevant experience and then project for the future and find out if that experience actually 
will lead to the kind of future that you need for your company.  You would look at that person’s vision, what 
they say they can do and how that matches with what they’ve done.  The other thing you would do is talk 
references.  One interesting thing about me is I have a record.  No, not that kind of record.  The kind of record 
as a leader in government, a record as a leader in industry.  I invite you, many of you have worked with me in 
the homebuilding business closely, some of you worked for me.  Talk to those people, ask them what it was like 
working with Scott Smith, and ask them what it was like doing business with Scott Smith.  In government, 
many of you have come into my city, have worked closely with us, have seen our vision, have seen our process.  
Talk to my constituents; talk to my fellow mayors nationwide who have elected me as President of the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors--the first Arizona mayor who has done that.    That’s all I ask--talk to my references; ask 

people in Mesa “are you better off today than you were six years ago when Mayor Smith took office?”  I am confident what the response will be…which 
is why I am running for governor and ask for your support.  Visit votescottsmith.com. Thank you. 

Republican Candidates Face Off (Continued)
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Greg: So you were in the legislature 21 
years ago and moved your way up to Senate 
Majority Leader and now you’re running for 
the junior seat in the house.  Isn’t that like 
going back to high school? 

Rusty: That is exactly what it’s like and those 
who say it with your tone of voice did not 
appreciate how important high school is. I work 
at a high school; I might as well stay with my 
peer group. (Laughter)

Greg: Why the House?

Rusty: Because it’s open and I don’t know how 
long this experience will be but I do know that 
people in my district have over and over said 
“we don’t understand what has happened to our 
state.”  Now we have had good representatives 
from our district so I don’t want to lose Justin 
(Olson) but that puts him at risk somewhat 
because you never know how these things go, 
but he is a strong candidate and I fully expect 
him to be reelected.

Greg: So are you targeting Michelle Udall?

Rusty: No, I don’t target anybody; I’m just 
running for me.

Greg:  What would you do differently this 
time around?

Rusty: It’s not so much what I would do 
differently; I hope to be able to focus more 
because I did a lot of things in a lot of different 
areas.  I’m concerned about what isn’t being 
done….there isn’t a champion that takes the 
time to understand the environment or natural 
resources.  

Greg:  Any other issues?

Rusty: Now that I work in EVIT (East Valley 
Institute of Technology) I have seen a little on 
the inside of education.   I’ve seen how effective 
the combination of learning a trade and skill 
together with a regular academic program can 
be.  I want to protect that model and I want to 
be there to promote that model, because that is 
an effective model.

Greg: How else 
has your view of 
education changed 
now that you work 
in a high school?

Rusty:   I talk to 
the kids--my source 
of information isn’t 
from visiting lunch 
hour at Skyline 
or Chaparral--my 
source is from the 
kids who came 
from Skyline and 
Chaparral and tell 
me about their home 
school.  Most of 
them say “if I could 
go full time to school 
it would be right here.” So I have learned that 
kids need more and should expect more.  

Greg: Are you getting signatures?

Rusty: Of course.  I have 50 petitions out right 
now, and we are within about 100 signatures of 
our goal. 

Greg: Okay, and how about money?

Rusty: I’ve got some money in the bank, and I’m 
raising more every day. 

Greg:  It sounds like you have the 
fundamentals covered. 

Rusty: So I’m not psychotic about this race, 
when I ran for Congress-
-that was hard.

Greg: Yeah I bet, what 
did you learn?

Rusty: I learned never to 
let Greg Patterson put me 
in a box. (Laughing)

Greg: Is it always my 
fault? Come on, some 
of my ideas are good.  
What else did you learn?

Rusty: I learned that there 
are a lot of good people 
and that is the best take 
away from the whole 
experience.  I already 
knew the district and a 
lot of the dynamics of the 
districts but meeting door-
to-door through contacts, 
there are some absolutely 
marvelous people in this 
state.  

Greg: You’ve followed 
the Legislature for the 
last 20 years or so, aside 
from the fact that there’s 
no longer any smoking 
in caucus, what other 
changes do you see? 

Rusty: One thing that is fun to watch is how 
wise the young people are – self professed.

Greg: Yes, I understand, the “smartest people 
in the room.”

Rusty: The smartest people are always the 
youngest.

Rusty:  I remember one of the young members 
saying something like “it’s time for the old people 
to get out of the way and let the young people 
in.”  I thought, yeah, that’s good.

Greg: And he was going to suggest what…
zero based budgeting?

Rusty: Yeah, that and the fair tax.  (both 
laughing)

Rusty:  What advice would you give me?

Greg: Make sure you get your signatures 

because so many people focus on the big stuff 
but forget the little stuff.

Greg:  What else have you learned in the 20 
years since you first got elected?

Rusty: I’ve been away from the legislature longer 
than I’ve served in it.  I’ve worked with ARPA 
and EVIT and run a congressional campaign.  
And I’ve learned a lot of little dictums, for 
example Teddy Roosevelt’s dictum “fame is a 
vapor, riches take wing, popularity is an accident, 
only one thing endures: character.”  Then there’s 
the one I remember whenever I’m in a crowded 
room and shaking hands with someone who is 
not looking at me, but looking at the next guy 
or at the room and that is “love people, and use 
things and don’t get them mixed up.”

Greg:  Any closing comments?

I believe there is a God and that God holds me 
and you accountable individually for how we 
react and interact and holds countries and states 
accountable for how they act and he wants to 
bless and he does bless but he can’t bless if we 
throw him out.  So I think, in the context of 
politics and decisions, I think we need him.  

So those things work around in my mind and 
I’m thrilled for the opportunity.  Even a guy at 
my age of 61 can stand up and walk across the 
Floor of the House and push that button and 
make a real difference. 

Rusty Bowers Goes Back to High School
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Shooting Back
The political world is all abuzz over the hit piece that Channel 5 did on the legislators who Attended the ALEC dinner.  Channel 5 spent a full week 
with wall-to-wall breathless promos about legislators selling their votes for free steak etc.  Senator Shooter believes that those stories were inaccurate 
and created a false impression.  Now he’s fighting back.  Here are excerpts from a Demand Letter that Senator Shooter served on Channel 5 earlier 
this week.   

 

level playing field.” “How do you compete with that?”  

 
The overall impression created by the question, “[a]re they [ALEC] buying acces

leaders?”, the plain assertion that the segment shows how ALEC “influences state

the numerous insinuations that that Senator Shooter and other ALEC members wer

unethical, drunken, and possibly illegal behavior—is false and defamatory. “The ke

whether the challenged expression, however labeled by defendant, would reasonably

state or imply assertions of objective fact… In determining whether speech is actionab

must additionally consider the impression created by the words used as well as the gene

of the expression, from the point of view of the reasonable person.” Yetman v. English, 16

71, 76 (Ariz. 1991) (quoting Immuno, A.G. v. Moor-Jankowsky, 7 N.Y.2d 235 (1991); em

added). Indeed, even if KPHO were able to argue that its statements were technically

KPHO’s insinuations still ground a claim for false light invasion of privacy: “[A] false 

cause of action may arise when something untrue has been published about an individual

when the publication of true information creates a false implication about the individual. In t

latter type of case, the false innuendo created by the highly offensive presentation of a true fa

constitutes the injury.” Reynolds v. Reynolds, 231 Ariz. 313, 318 (Ariz. Ct. App. 2013).  

 
Senator Shooter is a public official, and, as a result, can reasonably expect the media to report on 

him in regards to matters of public concern. But where the defamatory content is published with 

conscious disregard for whether it was false or not (as is the case here), KPHO enjoys no such 

leeway in attacking our client (see generally, Dombey v. Phoenix Newspapers, Inc., 150 Ariz. 

476, 487, 724 P.2d 562, 573 (1986). KPHO’s conclusions are untruthful, and completely 

unsupported by fact (as Mr. Loew is forced to admit at the end of the segment). KPHO based its 

report on the bald assertions of anti-ALEC lobbyists to attack ALEC, argued in bad faith that 

Senator Shooter’s request to stop filming a valet parking waiting line was evidence of lobbyists 

at work, and intentionally misrepresented Senator Shooter (carrying a gag gift of mouthwash to a 

colleague) as roaming the hallway drunk.  Although the bogus post-production “video recorder” 

graphics and unnecessary “AS PROMISED” subtitle added to the restaurant footage obscure 

what was actually recorded, the human eyes behind KPHO’s multiple cameras on scene were 

subject to no such interference.  

 
The minimum necessary to repair the damage done is for KPHO to remove the article and 

segment from its KPHO.com website (and withdraw them from syndication), to publish a 

retraction and correction, and apologize to Senator Shooter. Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes 

Section 12-653.03, the correction must be in substantially as conspicuous a manner as the 

libelous statements above, and within three weeks from service of this letter.  If the correction, 

removal of the offending material, and apology are not forthcoming, we will advise our client to 

file suit immediately and seek substantial damages.  

 
Sincerely,   

 
 

MUNGER CHADWICK, P.L.C. 

John F. Munger, For the Firm  

 

alerted to the event by receiving invitations, radical left-wing groups such as Comités de 

del Barrio 2 had called for disruptive protests against the meeting, and ProgressNow Ar

point man, as well as KPHO’s camera team, apparently knew about it long enough in adva

make dinner reservations at this rather exclusive restaurant.  

 
The voiceover introduction to the segment ominously asks, “Are they [ALEC] buying acces

your state leaders?” Mr. Loew answers that question quite definitively, and invokes “fr

dinners” and “stiff drinks” at an “open bar at a restaurant with seventy-dollar steaks” wher

according to Mr. Robbie Sherwood, “special interests picked up the tab for those lawmakers”

Mr. Loew also glibly narrates footage of Senator Shooter walking with a bottle of what is in fact

mouthwash as “carrying what appears to be a bottle of bourbon.” After Senator Shooter audibly 

jokes, “As promised!,” Mr. Loew follows with the sardonic comment, “Sounds like quite a 

party”. The implications here are even more offensive: that Senator Shooter and the others in 

attendance at the membership drive are willing to sell themselves to ALEC for the price of a free 

meal, and that their “schmoozing” and “partying with lobbyists” was an alcohol-fueled 

bacchanal.   
An Arizona state representative interviewed in the segment truthfully asserts that any lobbyists 

present were not there to work, but Mr. Loew attempts to contradict this: “But the dinner was not 

open to the public. And when the lobbyists and lawmakers lined up at the valet stand, one of 

them spotted our camera” (wherein the footage shows a very sober Senator Shooter saying, 

“Hey, put that away.”).  Lacking any evidence that the “lobbyists”—even those directly in front 

of the camera—were plying their trade, Mr. Loew instead shoehorns in non-sequitur footage of 

Senator Shooter’s request to stop filming as a rebuttal.   

 
Mr. Loew goes on to report that “at least one left-leaning organization filed a complaint against 

ALEC with the Internal Revenue Service” without identifying that organization, and likewise 

reports that nameless “critics” “argue that this [the membership drive meeting] is just one 

example of how some organizations and lobbyists get special access to lawmakers”, and have 

“identified four [Arizona legislative] bills they say reflect ALEC priorities.”  But Arizona law 

gives no credit to such deflections. “[T]he repetition of an imputation made by a third person is 

actionable even though the defamer attributes the charge to the third person.” Green Acres Trust 

v. London, 142 Ariz. 12, 22 (Ariz. Ct. App. 1983). 

 
ProgressNow Arizona President Robbie Sherwood’s presence at the scene is unsurprising given 

ProgressNow’s purchase of considerable airtime on KPHO to broadcast attack ads against ALEC 

and its Arizona legislator members. The George Soros-funded ProgressNow, whose “progressive 

watchdog group” ProgressNow Arizona is not listed as a legal entity in the records of either the 

Arizona Corporation Commission or the Arizona Secretary of State, employed CBS5 to air its 

propaganda and then collaborate in defaming Senator Shooter and all others at the ALEC 

membership drive meeting by broadcasting Mr. Loew’s ‘report’ and putting up the article. As of 

May 1, the defamatory article and segment have been syndicated to dozens of news outlets 

nationwide. We borrow the words of the registered lobbyists appearing in Mr. Loew’s segment 

to denigrate ALEC, Stephen Brittle 3 and Andrew Morrill 4, respectively: “This is absolutely not a 

                                                 

2 See, e.g.,  http://cdb-tonatierra.blogspot.com/2014/02/deport-alec-from-arizona-protest-and.html 

3 Registered Arizona Lobbyist #3102413 

4 Registered Arizona Lobbyist #3605406 
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alerted to the event by receiving invitations, radical left-wing groups such as Comités de 

del Barrio 2 had called for disruptive protests against the meeting, and ProgressNow Ar

point man, as well as KPHO’s camera team, apparently knew about it long enough in adva

make dinner reservations at this rather exclusive restaurant.  

The voiceover introduction to the segment ominously asks, “Are they [ALEC] buying access

your state leaders?” Mr. Loew answers that question quite definitively, and invokes “f“fr

dinners” and “stiff drinks” at an “open bar at a restaurant with seventy-dollar steaks” whher

according to Mr. Robbie Sherwood, “special interests picked up the tab for those lawmakererss”

Mr. Loew also glibly narrates footage of Senator Shooter walking with a bottle of what is in ffacact

mouthwash as “carrying what appears to be a bottle of bourbon.” After Senator Shooter audidibbllyy 

jokes, “As promised!,” Mr. Loew follows with the sardonic comment, “Sounds like quitete a 

party”. The implications here are even more offensive: that Senator Shooter and the otherss  iinn 

attendance at the membership drive are willing to sell themselves to ALEC for the price of a ffrreeee 

meal, and that their “schmoozing” and “partying with lobbyists” was an alcohol-fuelledd 

bacchanal. 
An Arizona state representative interviewed in the segment truthfully asserts that any lobbyisstss 

present were not there to work, but Mr. Loew attempts to contradict this: “But the dinner was nnoott 

open to the public. And when the lobbyists and lawmakers lined up at the valet stand, one ooff 

them spotted our camera” (wherein the footage shows a very sober Senator Shooter sayingg, 

“Hey, put that away.”).  Lacking any evidence that the “lobbyists”—even those directly in fronnt 

of the camera—aa were plying their trade, Mr. Loew instead shoehorns in non-sequitur footage oof 

Senator Shooter’s request to stop filming as a rebuttal.  

Mr. Loew goes on to report that “at least one left-leaning organization filed a complaint againstst 

ALEC with the Internal Revenue Service” without identifying that organization, and likewisee 

reports that nameless “critics” “argue that this [the membership drive meeting] is just one e 

example of how some organizations and lobbyists get special access to lawmakers”, and havee  

“identified four [Arizona legislative] bills they say reflect ALEC priorities.”  But Arizona law 

gives no credit to such deflections. “[T]he repetition of an imputation made by a third person is 

actionable even though the defamer attributes the charge to the third person.” Green Acres Trust 

v. London, 142 Ariz. 12, 22 (Ariz. Ct. App. 1983). 

ProgressNow Arizona President Robbie Sherwood’s presence at the scene is unsurprising given 

ProgressNow’s purchase of considerable airtime on KPHO to broadcast attack ads against ALEC 

and its Arizona legislator members. The George Soros-funded ProgressNow, whose “progressive 

watchdog group” ProgressNow Arizona is not listed as a legal entity in the records of either the 

Arizona Corporation Commission or the Arizona Secretary of State, employed CBS5 to air its 

propaganda and then collaborate in defaming Senator Shooter and all others at the ALEC 

membership drive meeting by broadcasting Mr. Loew’s ‘report’ and putting up the article. As of 

May 1, the defamatory article and segment have been syndicated to dozens of news outlets 

nationwide. We borrow the words of the registered lobbyists appearing in Mr. Loew’s segment 

to denigrate ALEC, Stephen Brittle 3 and Andrew Morrill 4, respectively: “This is absolutely not a 

                                              

2 See, e.g.,  http://cdb-tonatierra.blogspot.com/2014/02/deport-alec-from-arizona-protest-and.html

3 Registered Arizona Lobbyist #3102413 

4 Registered Arizona Lobbyist #3605406 
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May 1, 2014  
Ed Munson, President and CEO 

KPHO Broadcasting Corporation 

4016 N. Black Canyon Hwy 
Phoenix, Arizona 85017 

 

Re: Defamation and False Light Invasion of Privacy of Senator Don Shooter 

 
Dear Mr. Munson,   

Munger Chadwick, P.L.C., represents Arizona State Senator Don Shooter.  On March 27, 2014, 

KPHO Broadcasting Corporation (“KPHO”) posted on its CBS5AZ.com website a news article 

entitled, “Hidden cameras catch lobbyists, AZ lawmakers wining and dining,” along with a link 

to the accompanying broadcast segment aired March 25 on KPHO CBS5 television 1. The article 

and the broadcast segment, written and scripted, respectively, by KPHO’s Morgan Loew, make 

false and materially misleading statements about the American Legislative Exchange Council 

(“ALEC”), and KPHO’s insinuations that ALEC is improperly influencing legislators such as 

Senator Shooter are defamatory and constitute a false light invasion of privacy.  This letter is a 

demand that KPHO 1) publish a retraction and correction of both the article and broadcast 

segment, and 2) apologize to Senator Shooter for wrongfully characterizing him as engaging in 

unethical and/or illegal conduct.  

 
Together, Mr. Loew’s article and segment describe the “secretive” and “massive lobbying 

group” ALEC as holding its “closed door” dinner in a “private” “back room” that was “not open 

to the public” as an example of its “special access to lawmakers” and how it “influences state 

leaders”, with the obvious implication that those in attendance are engaged in the machinations 

of a secret cabal. This is false, of course; simply as a matter of not disturbing other patrons of the 

restaurant with speeches and applause, the ALEC meeting was held in a private room, just as the 

meetings of numerous charitable and fraternal organizations hold their fundraisers and other 

events in private rooms at Donovan’s Steak and Chop House. Further, there was nothing 

“secretive” about ALEC or the meeting. In addition to all members of the legislature having been 

                                                 

1 http://www.kpho.com/story/25073307/hidden-cameras-catch-lobbyists-and-lawmakers-wine-and-dine 

 

“The overall impression created by the 
question, “[a]re they [ALEC] buying 
access to your state leaders?”, the plain 
assertion that the segment shows how 
ALEC “influences state leaders”, and 
the numerous insinuations that Senator 
Shooter and other ALEC members 
were engaged in unethical, drunken, 
and possibly illegal behavior—is false 
and defamatory.”

“Senator Shooter is a public official, 
and, as a result, can reasonably expect 
the media to report on him in regards 
to matters of public concern. But where 
the defamatory content is published 
with conscious disregard for whether 
it was false or not (as is the case here), 
KPHO enjoys no such leeway in 
attacking our client.”

“Lacking any evidence 
that the “lobbyists”—even 
those directly in front of the 
camera—were plying their 
trade, Mr. Loew instead 
shoehorns in non-sequitur 
footage of Senator Shooter’s 
request to stop filming as a 
rebuttal.”

“KPHO’s conclusions are untruthful, and completely unsupported by fact 
(as Mr. Loew is forced to admit at the end of the segment).”

“The minimum necessary to repair the damage done is for KPHO to remove the article and segment from its KPHO.com website (and withdraw 
them from syndication), to publish a retraction and correction, and apologize to Senator Shooter. Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes Section 
12-653.03, the correction must be in substantially as conspicuous a manner as the libelous statements above, and within three weeks from service 
of this letter.  If the correction, removal of the offending material, and apology are not forthcoming, we will advise our client to file suit immedi-
ately and seek substantial damages.”

For additional Commentary go to www.espressopundit.com  ·  To subscribe go to www.ArizonaPoliticalReport.com   ·   13



The year isn’t even half over and we have a winner for Hypocrite of the Year! 

First a little background.  The political world is all abuzz over the hit piece that 
Channel 5 did on the legislators who attended the ALEC dinner.  Channel 5 
spent a full week with wall-to wall breathless promos about legislators selling 
their votes for free steak etc. 

The piece is an example of the lowest form of journalism--legislators of 
both parties attend dinners and conferences all the time.  None of them are 
selling their votes and ALEC is one of hundreds of organizations that try to 
influence public policy. 

The funniest part of the hit piece was that reporter Morgan Loew was either 
too ignorant, or was simply being ironic when he asked Andrew Morrill to 
comment on how influential ALEC is.  Morrill is the head of the Arizona 
Education Association which is, of course, one of the State’s most powerful 
unions.  The AEA has much more power in Arizona than ALEC. 

But the AEA isn’t a special interest group because it’s working, you know, 
“for the children.”  Groups like ALEC advocate on behalf of businesses and 
encourage lower taxes and less regulation...so they are evil. 

ALEC is more like a Chamber of Commerce.  You know, like say, the Phoenix 
Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber is one of the most influential political 
organizations in Arirzona; for example, the Phoenix Chamber just hosted 
Mayor Stanton’s State of the City Address.  The Phoenix Chamber is a special 
interest group that employs a host of highly paid and talented lobbyists who 
meet privately with legislators in order to advance the agenda of its members.  
Kind of like ALEC, but more effective and certainly more active in Arizona.

Which brings me back to the hypocrite of the year.....The incoming Chairman 
of the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce is Ed Munson who also happens to 
be the General Manager of--wait for it---Channel 5.

Dude, that’s awesome.  Because I’m sure that under Munson’s leadership the 
Phoenix Chamber is going to adopt the same standards that they are trying 
to hold ALEC to: 

The first change of course, will be that the Phoenix Chamber will no longer 
employ lobbyists.  Paying people to influence Legislators in order to advance 
a special interest agenda is, well, evil.  It must be evil, I saw a report on 
Channel 5 about how evil it is.

Second, under Ed Munson’s leadership, the Phoenix Chamber will obviously 
have to discontinue its practice of offering free meals to legislators.  The 
Channel 5 piece said that legislators were selling their votes for $70 meals.  
Lunch at the Phoenix Chamber’s State of the City Address cost $90.  I’m 
sure the legislators who attended the lunch, did so for free.  That’s outrageous 
and I’m sure that Munson will put a stop to it. 

Finally, I’m wondering about the event itself.  Doesn’t it seem kind of cozy 
that Mayor Stanton is raising money for the Phoenix Chamber?  How many 
of those sponsors were corporations?  What are their interests?  I’m sure 
that under Ed Munson’s leadership the Phoenix Chamber will discontinue 
its (highly profitable) role in facilitating this relationship between Phoenix 
Business Leaders, Phoenix Political Leaders and the money that lubricates 
them. 

Once the standards that Ed Munson demands of ALEC and its supporters 
are applied to the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce and its supporters we will 
see how effective the chamber can be in its new role as a Rotary Club. 

Or maybe Ed Munson is actually going to continue the practices that he 
just spent so much air time vilifying.  Maybe he is going to try to influence 
Legislators behind closed doors.  Maybe he is going to invite them to 
expensive lunches.  Maybe he’s going push special interest legislation for his 
members.  Or maybe he will just hire the state’s best lobbyists to do those 
things for him.

Maybe it was all BS.  Maybe the outrage was all fake.  Maybe the folks at 
Channel 5 just made all that stuff up because it’s sweeps week.  Golly, that 
can’t be right.  I can’t be that cynical.

I’m sure we will be able to watch Ed Munson’s actions as Chair of the Phoenix 
Chamber and find out if it was all about the ratings or not.  As they say....

Stay Tuned. 

Hypocrite of the Year
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As early as 2006, I pointed out that Arizona’s “Clean” Elections program 
empowered Conservatives.  After all, the need to raise money serves 
as a vetting process and candidates whom the establishment (media 
and Chambers) consider to be “fringe” aren’t able to raise money from 
traditional sources. 

Eventually the rest of the media caught on.   Even the London-based 
Economist magazine figured it out.

Those seeking an example of the usefulness of private money in politics might 
start in Arizona, where for years a “clean-election” law ensured that fringe 
candidates received handsome state funding.

The Republic’s EJ Montini also eventually figured out that Clean Elections 
wasn’t the Progressive answer that he once thought it was.  Here’s what he 
said in 2011.

The folks who support Arizona’s Clean Elections law (and I used to be one 
of them) will tell you that opinion polls show that the vast majority of us still 
approve of the law that funds political candidates with public money.

However, this session, the Legislature 
tinkered with the Clean Elections 
act and Montini trotted out this old 
diatribe...

Regular folks got tired of cash corrupting 
the Capitol and tried to clean things up. 
Politicians hate the Clean Elections Act, 
however, perhaps because they hate the 
idea of clean elections.

Dang.  For a brief moment Montini 
existed as that rarest of commodities--a 
liberal who successfully advocated for a 

program that backfired....and who eventually admitted his failure.

Now he’s back to his fantasy...but it was nice to see him embrace reality, 
even if only for a few moments.

Readers often ask me how people will stay informed when newspapers finally 
disappear. 

I point out that the general public is likely to be better informed when 
newspapers are gone.  This statement gets some push back, so then I usually 
ask them if they have ever experienced an event first hand and then read 
about it later in a newspaper.  If they say yes, then I ask if the coverage was 
accurate.  They invariably respond that the story was either wrong, or that it 
didn't capture the full picture or context of the event.  I follow up by asking 
why they believe the other stories in the paper. 

However there is another category of newspaper misinformation.  I call it the 
"Lying". I'm serious.  There are some topics in which newspapers engage in 
systematic deception. 

For example, if you read the history of the Civil Rights Era, you will know 
that the history of voter suppression and discrimination is a DEMOCRATIC 
party history.  The South was entirely Democratic and the Democratic Party 
engaged in massive voter suppression in order to ensure that the one party 
south was not only Democratic, but entirely white.

The South counted on the support of key Senators in order to ensure that 
its voter suppression tactics were not outlawed.  That support consisted of a 
block of Democratic Senators who would filibuster any move towards a civil 
rights bill. One of those Senators was Arizona legend Carl Hayden. 

Naturally, you won't read that history when you see articles like  a recent one 
in the Arizona Republic about Arizona's best leaders.  That means that when 
you read the history of the Central Arizona Project, you won't learn that 
Hayden paid what—for him— was a high price for CAP approval...he had 
to finally agree to stop blocking the Civil Rights bill.

OK, so the Republic wants to paper over Hayden's legacy; that's not a huge 
deal.  However combine the paper choosing to ignore the Democratic history 
of Jim Crow, violence and voter suppression with a recent Republic Cartoon 
in which Steve Benson portrays the Republican Elephant labeled “Voter 
Suppression” blowing out the candles on the Civil Rights Act Birthday 
cake.  The caption reads “I wish for the good ol’days.”Benson’s cartoon is 
an outright lie. Ignoring that Jim Crow was a Democratic campaign tactic 
is one thing.  Conveniently leaving out Carl Hayden's support for that tactic 
is another...but actually blaming the Republicans for this tactic is simply 
fraudulent. 

So folks who read about Hayden got the version of history that was inaccurate 
because it was sanitized.  Benson readers get information that is simply 
wrong. 

Remember that the next time someone asks you how people will get their 
information when the newspapers go away. 

When Newspapers Lie...
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Arizona Republic: Innocent until Proven Guilty is a Loophole.

He Will Never Learn

Wow, check out this outrageous series of 
statements in a recent Republic Editorial about 
Tom Horne

But the judge said Yavapai County Attorney 
Sheila Polka failed to provide a “preponderance of 
evidence” to show that the law had been broken.

Now Judge Eigenheer says there’s evidence, but 
not enough.

In other words, the law has a sizable escape clause. 
If a candidate can create enough smoke to obscure 
what happened, the law becomes meaningless.

Seriously?  Is the Republic claiming that lack of 
evidence is some sort of loophole?  The burden 
mentioned “preponderance of the evidence” 
is the lowest burden of proof.  The judge 
concluded that prosecutors didn’t even meet 
the lowest burden--and the Republic calls this 
an “Escape Clause.”

For additional Commentary go to www.espressopundit.com  ·  To subscribe go to www.ArizonaPoliticalReport.com   ·   15
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Schapira is no Dick Foreman.  I mean, seriously, David Schapira on the Tempe City Council?  Give me a break.  
So I would be supporting Dick Foreman anyway, but with Schapira in the race, we are talking about a no brainer 
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Served 10 years on the Tempe Union High School District Governing Board.  
 

He was also on the: 
 

) Tempe Community Council 
) Tempe Adult Day Care Center Advisory Board 

) Tempe Arts Commission 
) ASU National Alumni Association Advisory Board 

) Arizona Business Leaders for Education 
) Arizona Business Education Coalition 

 

Plus 
He was Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Arizona Tax Research Association.  

Dick Foreman:  

Here’s Why I’m Supporting
Dick Foreman

for Tempe City Council.

This ad is paid for by Greg Patterson because I’ve known Dick Foreman for over 20 years and he’s a great guy. Plus, 
David Schapira is in this race too, and I’ve known David for a long time too….and believe me, David Schapira is 
no Dick Foreman. I mean, seriously, David Schapira on the Tempe City Council? Give me a break. So I would be 
supporting Dick Foreman anyway, but with Schapira in the race, we are talking about a no brainer.

The Election is August 26th, and it’s going to be hot, so you might 
want to vote early and then go to San Diego or someplace for one 
last weekend trip—but don’t use that as an excuse for not voting...
because you will come back and be all like “dude, I forgot to vote, I 
wonder what happened….”


